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It is the people on the ground, up and down the country, 
standing up and taking action to make a difference on 
issues that matter, who can make our society better than 
it is today. 

For this reason, it has been an honour to be a Patron 
for the Sheila McKechnie Foundation for the past seven 
years, an organisation that does so much to support and 
celebrate people who change the world. 

Sheila McKechnie was a friend of mine - and a 
formidable campaigner dedicated to creating real 
change wherever and whenever she saw it was needed. 
She was an inspiration to anyone who knew her as she 
would readily stand up, with incredible determination 
and tenacity, to challenge anything she saw as unjust. 

It is a fitting tribute, then, that the Sheila McKechnie 
Foundation continues to go from strength to strength 
in preparing the next generation of campaigners to 
follow in her footsteps. SMK is only seven years old, but 
in this short time it has supported many hundreds of 
individuals and groups to achieve positive change.

Each year, the SMK Campaigner Awards programme 
recognises the emerging campaigners of our time 
and provides them with invaluable support and 
encouragement to help them achieve lasting results. 
These winners and finalists are an inspiration to us all 
and they join the ever-widening pool of people who 
SMK reaches out to – people who speak up and take 
action every day to make our world a more equal and 
just place for everyone.

Foreword 

Rt Hon Gordon Brown
Patron of SMK
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Introduction   
The Sheila McKechnie Foundation Campaigner Awards 
reflect the important role that individuals, communities 
and groups play in tackling some of the injustices and 
inequalities we face in society.

Our awards are here to celebrate and support the many 
people from all walks of life who may not be that visible 
to the wider public, but who work tirelessly on the 
ground taking action on issues that matter. As you will 
see, our awards this year have once again shed a light on 
a diverse range of inspiring people doing just that.

Alongside our regular awards, we are delighted to launch 
the Sheila McKechnie Be the Change Award.  In its first 
year running, this special award, in honour of Dame 
Sheila McKechnie, is a recognition and celebration of 
people who have dedicated themselves to tackling the 
root causes of injustice and unfairness, and have made a 
demonstrable impact. 

Sheila was a campaigning ‘force of nature’ who was 
highly effective in bringing about positive, lasting 
change. Indeed, her campaign successes have benefited 
countless people across the UK – most of whom won’t 
even know it. This award is in her honour. 

As ever, we say a big thank you to all our sponsors. 
Without them, these awards, and the support we provide 
campaigners through the awards programme, would not 
be possible.  

We are now in our seventh year running and, as always, 
we eagerly look forward to the year ahead in supporting 
our award recipients to become even more effective and 
confident in making a more just and equal society.

Linda Butcher
Chief Executive
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Environment
For campaigners working to provide sustainable solutions to the  
environmental problems we face locally, nationally and globally

A campaigner calls on the G20 summit to act on climate change © Harmit Kambo, SMK

been actively involved with the 
U.S. Environmental Grant Makers 
Association for thirteen years 
and serves on the EGA Board. In 
2003, Jon assisted in setting up the 
Environmental Funders Network in 
the UK and he is a member of EFN’s 
steering group. Additionally, Jon has 
co-authored five detailed reports 
analysing environmental grant-making 
patterns and the sources of income for 
environmental groups in the UK. 

Lucy Musgrave is a Trustee of SMK 
and Director of Publica, a public 
realm and planning consultancy 
and Community Interest Company 
advising developers and communities 
on what makes successful and 
sustainable neighbourhoods and cities. 
She has played a key role in policy 
recommendations, strategic planning 
and urban design frameworks, and in 
the advocacy of design quality. Lucy 
has over twenty years of experience in 
architecture and planning, and she was 
made an honorary fellow of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects in 2001.

Adrian Arbib has worked as a 
photojournalist for over 25 years. 
His work has taken him all over the 
world, working with Christian Aid, 
the Guardian, the BBC and many 
others. His campaigning work with 
indigenous groups in West Papua and 
the San in Namibia resulted in him 
being given the Cherry Kearton Medal 
by the Royal Geographical Society. He 
has also campaigned on issues closer 
to home, and currently he is working 
to secure a hydrogen fuel network for 
the waterways.

Jon Cracknell is Director of the 
JMG Foundation, which funds 
environmental campaigns. He has 

Award Judges

The Tellus Mater Foundation 
is a grant-making trust that 
supports leaders to put in 
place a low impact future. They 
do this by providing grant 
funding to forward-thinking 
organisations with cutting-edge 
ideas that will change the rules 
of the game. Tellus Mater seeks 
innovative solutions to shift 
political, economic, and financial 
institutions on to a sustainable 
path.

Sponsored by
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Siobhan founded the Good Steward campaign to encourage the Church 
Commissioners within the Church of England to divest from the oil industry and 
to become more vocal and active as a faith community in tackling climate change. 
As a climate change activist and a person of faith, Siobhan sees the huge potential 
in the Church deciding to invest in environmentally and socially responsible 
industries.

Siobhan Grimes Cambridgeshire, England

The Good Steward

Tisha Brown London, England

Derrick is one of a number of campaigners aiming to save a valley next to Bexhill 
and Hastings from a major road scheme. The Hastings Alliance argues that the 
Bexhill to Hastings Link Road would introduce large volumes of traffic into an 
environment cherished by local people for its landscape, ecology and history. The 
campaign is founded on the conclusions of extensive research, casting doubt on 
the claims of the promoters about the benefits of the scheme.

Derrick Coffee East Sussex, England

Hastings Alliance for Sustainable 
Transport Solutions

Tisha is one of the main coordinators of Frack Off London, a direct action group 
that campaigns against all forms of unconventional fossil fuel extraction.  The 
group aims to encourage the public and the Government to support renewable 
energy sources.  They are also lobbying for a ban on all forms of unconventional 
fossil fuel extraction in the United Kingdom as well as the European Union.

Frack Off London
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London Social 
Justice
For campaigners tackling poverty and inequality in London

and as an Inspection Manager for 
the Housing Corporation. Bernadette 
has been involved in campaigning 
since she was a student in the 1980s, 
when she joined the Anti Apartheid 
Movement.

Mubin Haq is Director of Policy & 
Grants at Trust for London. Mubin 
joined the Trust in 2002 and takes 
the lead on Trust for London’s grants 
programme and a number of its 
initiatives, particularly those related 
to research and policy. Mubin is 
currently a member of the London 
Strategic Migration Partnership and 
the Homelessness Transition Fund. 
He was previously Chair of London 
Funders.

Graham Fisher is Chief Executive of 
Toynbee Hall. His career combines 
the voluntary sector, local and national 
Government in the advice and legal 
services sector and the cultural sector. 
Prior to joining Toynbee Hall, Graham 
was Chief Executive of MLA London, 
and before that Director of London 
Libraries Development Agency. He is 
presently Chair of Cardboard Citizens 
and the BIG Opportunity.

Bernadette Fry is a Trustee of SMK, 
and Head of Service Excellence for 
Orbit East and South at Orbit Group. 
With a professional career in the social 
housing sector spanning over 20 years, 
Bernadette has, for example, worked 
as the National Lead for Registered 
Providers for the Audit Commission 

Award Judges

Trust for London is a charitable 
organisation that exists to 
reduce poverty and inequality in 
London. They do this by funding 
the voluntary and community 
sector and others, as well as by 
using their own expertise and 
knowledge to support work 
that tackles poverty and its root 
causes. 

Sponsored by

In March 2011 the TUC organised a national march as part of a wider campaign for an alternative to cuts © Harmit Kambo, SMK
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Marek is campaigning with the My Fair London Group for a more economically 
equal London, currently one of the most unequal cities in the developed world. 
The group is pressuring the Mayor of London to take action on economic 
inequality, as well as promoting the findings contained in the book ‘The Spirit 
Level’, which argues that inequality is bad for everyone in society, rich and poor. 
Eventually Marek and his fellow campaigners hope to contribute towards a fairer 
London.

Marek Duchnowski
My Fair London

Luke Harris 

Hannah’s campaign aims to challenge the creeping criminalisation of protest 
in the UK. She started campaigning after being arrested for breach of the peace 
on the day of the royal wedding, despite not having committed any crime. She 
hopes to bring the Metropolitan Police to justice over the increasing practice of 
pre-emptive arrests, to raise awareness about the right to protest across different 
communities, and to challenge the negative media portrayal of protestors.

Hannah Eiseman-Renyard
Pageantry and Precrime

Luke’s campaign involves bringing older and younger generations together to 
show that intergenerational work can be an effective vehicle for social change. 
He hopes to challenge stereotypes about both the elderly and young people, and 
to break down societal barriers between them. Working with others, Luke hopes 
to highlight the contributions of people from different generations to society, 
eventually helping to create communities in which every member is equally 
valued and respected.

Reach Out – Campaign to Celebrate Older People
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Shout Out!
For campaigners aged 14-18 years old in London

the monitoring and evaluation team 
as Principal Grants Officer. She has 
extensive experience of the third sector 
and, prior to joining the Trust, she was 
a fieldworker at Lambeth Endowed 
Charities where she helped develop its 
grant-making policies. Before that she 
had worked in a variety of community 
projects. She is also a Trustee of 
Charities Evaluation Services.

Casper ter Kuile is the co-founder of 
the UK Youth Climate Coalition and 
a campaign strategist with Common 
Cause. He has worked with Avaaz.
org, 38 Degrees and Oxfam. Casper 
was named a World Economic Forum 
Global Shaper in 2011, and will start a 
Master of Public Policy at the Kennedy 
School at Harvard University in the 
autumn of 2012.

Matthew Downie is a Trustee of SMK. 
He joined Action for Children in 
2010 as Head of Parliamentary and 
Public Affairs. Prior to this Matthew 
worked as Campaigns Manager with 
The National Autistic Society where 
he managed a campaigns team who 
were awarded the Charity Times 
Campaigns Team of the Year 2009 
for the groundbreaking Autism Bill 
campaign. Matthew has also been 
closely involved in the Gary McKinnon 
Campaign, which, to date, has 
successfully prevented his extradition 
following accusations of his hacking 
into US security systems.

Jenny Field is Deputy Chief Grants 
Officer of the City Bridge Trust. 
Jenny has worked for the City Bridge 
Trust since 1996, including leading 

Award Judges

The City Bridge Trust aims 
to address disadvantage by 
supporting charitable activity 
across Greater London through 
quality grant-making and related 
activities with clearly defined 
priorities. The Trust’s vision is to 
work for change to benefit the 
people of London.

Sponsored by

Students challenge the rise in tuition fees © Andrew Moss photography
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Saleha aims to raise awareness about human trafficking and its impact on young people. 
By engaging young people in Croydon, she hopes to increase their understanding of 
an international issue and their awareness of how to report cases of human trafficking. 
Saleha also wants to continue working with Croydon Communities Against Trafficking 
and to help promote their work in schools.

Saleha Akhtar - Croydon Youth Council

Are Your Children Really Safe?

These young campaigners want to make sure that citizenship education remains a 
part of the National Curriculum, and as a first step influence their school to keep the 
subject. They believe that by studying citizenship young people will grow up with an 
understanding of democratic processes in the UK and therefore be more likely to 
become active citizens and members of their communities.

Save Citizenship Education!

Anoodh Shaik, Bilal Raza Khan, Dhibla Mahamud & 
Khadeeja Shahid - Eastlea Community School

The campaigners want to create safe spaces for young people who feel threatened on 
the street and who are in need of protection. The group want to educate young people 
about the meaning of the City Safe stickers, displayed on the windows of the businesses 
and council offices acting as sanctuaries, as well as launch a further three City Safe 
zones in Barnet.

City Safe

Rutendo Zvobgo, Kamran Pardeshi, Timbo Cole, 
Whitney Bates & Yasmin Rajgor - Hendon School

Anahita and Kema are campaigning to raise awareness about the rise of domestic 
violence in teenage relationships. They hope that by engaging teenagers through peer 
education, and by communicating the signs of teen domestic violence to parents and 
teachers, their campaign will eventually help reduce the prevalence of violence in 
teenage relationships.

It’s Not Always What It Looks Like

Anahita Ghanbari-Parsa & Kema Yacob - The Greycoat 
Hospital, Church of England Comprehensive School

These young campaigners, called the ‘Clean, Green Recycling Dream Team’, want to 
increase awareness of recycling and its positive impact, as well as to campaign for 
better recycling facilities in their school. By communicating positive messages and 
by engaging other students, teachers and local policymakers, they hope to create a 
recycling culture in their school.

Increase Recycling

Anna Abimbola, Bria Davis, Sarah Egbe & 
Sharif Mwanha - Harris Academy at Peckham

Increase 
Recycling
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Social and Economic Justice
For campaigners taking action to break down social and economic 
barriers and maximise the opportunities open to all members of society

health practitioners and consultants. 
Before that Marina worked with the 
Big Lottery Fund as a Grants Officer.

Duncan Exley is Director of One 
Society, a project of the Equality Trust 
which works with policymakers and 
employers to reduce pay inequality. 
Duncan has previously worked 
with FairPensions, The Ramblers’ 
Association and London Cycling 
Campaign.

John Wilkes is an SMK Trustee and 
Chief Executive of Scottish Refugee 
Council. Previous roles have included 
Scotland Director of the Equal 
Opportunities Commission, Scotland 
Director of Carers UK, and Chief 
Executive of PHACE Scotland - a 
leading HIV/AIDS organisation.  John 
has been an active campaigner on 
LGBT and equality and human rights 
issues for over twenty years. He is 
currently a member of the Board of 
the Equality Network and Chair of the 
White Ribbon Scotland campaign.

Antonia Bance joined Shelter as Head 
of Campaigns in May 2011. She leads 
Shelter’s activity to engage the UK 
public in solving Britain’s housing 
crisis, and is responsible for national 
campaigns, including Evict Rogue 
Landlords and Homes for London. 
Antonia was previously Advocacy 
Director at the Corston Coalition 
and prior to this Head of Policy and 
Communications on UK social policy 
for Oxfam. Antonia is a councillor and 
cabinet member of a local authority. 
She has considerable experience of 
electoral campaigning and stood for 
Parliament in 2005.

Marina David is Grants and Outreach 
Officer at the Barrow Cadbury Trust, 
where her responsibilities include 
assessing and developing proposals 
with applicants, monitoring grants and 
conducting strategic outreach. Before 
joining the Trust, Marina worked 
with a health organisation where she 
assessed and managed a number of 
NHS projects, working with senior 

Award Judges

Shelter is a charity that works to 
alleviate the distress caused by 
homelessness and bad housing. 
They do this by giving advice, 
information and advocacy to 
people in housing need, and by 
campaigning for lasting political 
change to end the housing crisis 
for good.

Sponsored by

Put People First, a coalition of charities, trade unions, faith groups and environmentalists, call for jobs and justice © Linda Butcher, SMK

The Barrow Cadbury Trust is 
an independent, charitable 
foundation, committed to 
supporting vulnerable and 
marginalised people in society. 
They provide grants to grassroots 
voluntary and community 
groups working in deprived 
communities in the UK, and work 
with researchers, think tanks and 
government, seeking to overcome 
the structural barriers to a more 
just and equal society.
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Margaret co-founded SAVIA, which acts as a voice for the needs and demands of 
survivors of institutional abuse and campaigns for justice for the many children 
– now adults – who suffered physical, sexual, mental and emotional abuse in 
institutions across Northern Ireland. Having campaigned successfully for the 
NI Executive to establish an Inquiry, Margaret now wants to ensure that it will 
deliver trust, justice and redress and that victims will be supported properly in 
participating in the inquiry process.

Margaret McGuckin Belfast, Northern Ireland

Justice For Victims Of Institutional Abuse

Beatrice Botomani West Yorkshire, England

Linda Burnip Warwickshire, England

Beatrice started campaigning after spending 65 days in detention.  Having seen 
her own and others’ children suffer, she resolved to fight child detention.  She has 
also fought against the deportations of many asylum seekers, and she recently 
campaigned against G4S taking on a contract to provide accommodation for 
asylum seekers through its housing provider UPM.  The aim of all the campaigns 
Beatrice is involved in is the protection of respect, dignity and human rights 
amongst asylum seekers and refugees, especially women.

Why Refugee Women

As both a disabled person and carer, Linda has been fighting for her own and 
her son’s rights for many years. Linda campaigns as part of Disabled People 
Against Cuts (DPAC), a grassroots group formed by a group of disabled people 
after the first mass protests against cuts in Birmingham. DPAC is campaigning to 
ensure disabled people have full human rights and equality, and are able to live 
independently, without fear, with an acceptable standard of living.

Disabled People Against Cuts (DPAC)

 South Yorkshire Migration and Asylum Action Group

Survivors and Victims of Institutional Abuse (SAVIA)
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Take Action
For campaigners aged 60 and over who campaign on issues
important to them

ago, and over the years has contributed 
to many other campaigns, both local 
and national.

Nigel Saxby-Soffe is an SMK Trustee 
and has had a distin guished career in 
finance spanning both the corporate 
and NGO sector. He qualified as a 
Chartered Accountant with KPMG 
before joining J. Henry Schroder & 
Co., where he was an Investment 
Banking Director. In 1994 Nigel joined 
ActionAid as Director of Finance 
where he oversaw the development of 
the ActionAid International Federation 
of International Development 
Organisations, operating in 50 
countries.

John Stewart is Chair of the residents’ 
campaign group HACAN (Heathrow 
Association for the Control of Aircraft 
Noise), and was the prime mover in 
getting the coalition which stopped the 
third runway at Heathrow together.  
He also chairs AirportWatch, the 
national network of campaign groups 
opposed to airport expansion, and in 
the 1990s he was centrally involved in 
the ‘anti-roads’ movement. In 2008 the 
Independent on Sunday nominated 
him as the UK’s most effective 
environmentalist. He is the author of 
‘Why Noise Matters’, published in 2011 
by Earthscan.

Mary Milne is a Senior Campaigns 
Officer at Age UK. She has led 
Age UK’s campaigning on local 
neighbourhood issues of concern to 
older people, as well as the Hungry to 
be Heard campaign on malnutrition 
amongst older patients in hospitals. 
Prior to joining Age UK in 2010, Mary 
worked at Christian Aid, and was 
involved in both the Jubilee 2000 and 
the Trade Justice campaigns. She cut 
her campaigning teeth within a local 
Friends of the Earth group many years 

Award Judges

Age UK believes that age needs 
respect. It needs kindness. 
Sometimes it needs help. Because 
there is strength in numbers, 
Age Concern and Help the Aged 
have joined forces to become Age 
UK – so that they can be there for 
everyone in later life.

Sponsored by

 Age UK campaigners call for greater quality and quantity of care © Georgie Scott 
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Stephanie is campaigning to have the cheque guarantee card reinstated by banks.  
The credibility and sustainability of the cheque is a nationwide problem, and not 
just for people in later life.  Stephanie is committed to raising awareness about 
the complex implications of moving away from cheques, such as the difficulty of 
remembering pin numbers and of using online banking for those suffering from 
dementia or short-term memory loss. 

Stephanie Warren Buckinghamshire, England

Retain the Cheque Guarantee Card

Jerry Barr Gloucestershire, England

Mavis Hoyle London, England

Jerry is campaigning to build community resilience through a move towards a 
more sustainable lifestyle, one that is less reliant on fossil fuels. He is passionate 
about tackling the threats of peak oil and climate change through grassroots-led 
campaigning and awareness raising. Jerry’s overall aim is to encourage his and 
others’ communities to adopt energy efficient ways of life. 

Transition Cleeve

After a career in the police force, Mavis has been campaigning for over a decade 
to introduce a law specifically to protect the elderly. Backed by Harrow Friendship 
Centre and Harrow Forum, Mavis has been gathering signatures on her petition 
for over a decade and she believes that such a law would not only help make those 
in later life feel safer, but it would also help them feel acknowledged as a priority.

A Specific Law to Protect the Elderly
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Transport
For campaigners across the UK working to meet the transport  
challenges of our age

Cambridgeshire Campaign for Better 
Transport. This is the local branch of 
the Campaign for Better Transport, 
the national environmental transport 
campaign.

Mike Schwarz is an SMK Trustee 
and a Partner in Criminal law with 
Bindmans, where he defends those 
facing the most serious and complex 
offences, as well as acts for political 
activists and campaigners on issues 
such as the environment, animal 
rights, peace/disarmament, race and 
social justice. Mike is joint author of 
‘The Law of Public Order and Protest’ 
(Oxford University Press, March 2010), 
and he regularly appears in specialist 
and mainstream broadcast media. He 
has been a solicitor since 1992 and in 
2011 won the Solicitor of the Year - 
Private Practice award.

Stephen Joseph has been Chief 
Executive of Campaign for Better 
Transport since 1988. At the Campaign, 
he has written or co-authored many 
publications and been involved in 
promoting policies to give priority to 
public transport, walking and cycling 
and to reduce road building and 
dependence on cars and lorries. He 
has previously worked for a range 
of environmental and voluntary 
organisations in the UK and abroad, 
including the British Youth Council, 
the Civic Trust and the Town & 
Country Planning Association. He was 
awarded an OBE in 1996 for services to 
transport and the environment.

Simon Norton is a mathematician at 
Cambridge University with a particular 
interest in sustainable transport. 
He is also Co-Coordinator of 

Award JudgesSponsored by

 Cycling campaigns across the UK have gained prominence throughout 2011 © London Cyclist

SimonNorton
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A volunteer campaigner for RNIB, Bernie aims to share her own experience 
and knowledge to improve access to public transport for people with sight loss.  
Public transport is vital for sight-impaired people, particularly in rural areas like 
Norfolk.  Bernie’s campaign will increase the understanding of decision makers, 
transport operators and the general public about the barriers that preclude visually 
impaired people from being fully independent and included members of their 
communities, and help improve services for everyone.  

Bernie Reddington Norfolk, England

Dennis Fancett Northumberland, England

Sally Hinchcliffe Dumfries and Galloway, Scotland

As Chair of SENRUG, Dennis is campaigning for the re-introduction of 
passenger train services on the Ashington Blyth & Tyne Railway line, which links 
Ashington to Newcastle and the national rail network. Ashington has a significant 
unemployment rate, and re-opening the line would create much needed access to 
jobs. Beyond Ashington, the line runs along the perimeter of Woodhorn, a former 
pit and now a major museum of mining and Northumberland life. 

Campaign to Re-open the Ashington Blyth & Tyne Railway Line

Sally helped create Pedal on Parliament, which is campaigning to make Scotland 
a cycle-friendly nation by pressuring politicians to sign up to an eight-point 
manifesto: proper funding for cycling, better infrastructure design, safer speeds, 
proper local cycling strategies, better law enforcement, reduced risk from HGVs, 
better training for all road users and better research to support policymaking. This 
April, 3000 cyclists from across Scotland pedalled on parliament in a mass ride in 
support of the manifesto.

Pedal on Parliament

Travel Access with Confidence!
RNIB

South East Northumberland Rail User Group (SENRUG)
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Be the Change
The Sheila McKechnie Be the Change Award, in its first year running, 
is a recognition and celebration of people who have dedicated 
themselves to tackling the root causes of injustice and unfairness – and 
have made a demonstrable difference. Unlike our other awards, this 
award is about recognition. So, whilst our other award winners will 
receive a package of support to become more effective, the winner of 
Be the Change is a long-term campaigner who offers lessons about 
successful campaigning. 

Dame Sheila McKechnie was seen as one of the most eloquent and 
effective campaigners of her generation. This special award honours 
her legacy and the winner will join her in SMK’s ‘hall of fame’, which 
will be a source of inspiration for anyone who wants to stand up and 
take action on issues that matter to them. 

Pauline Buchanan Black
Chief Executive, The Tree Council

Carolyn Hayman OBE
Chief Executive, Peace Direct

Chamodi & Chamudi Kodithiwakku
SMK Shout Out! Award winners 2011

Sara Llewellin
Chief Executive, Barrow Cadbury Trust

Quintin Oliver
Director, Stratagem

Baroness Usha Prashar CBE

Campbell Robb
Chief Executive, Shelter

Jackie Schneider
SMK Consumer Action Award winner 2006

Dr Ashok Sinha
Chief Executive, London Cycling Campaign

Award Judges

Sheila McKechnie - a pioneering activist who changed the face of campaigning in the UK
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Clive’s campaign at Reprieve has been to obtain access to prisoners in 
Guantánamo Bay and, ultimately, close the camp and restore to the US and its 
allies their legitimacy as champions of human rights. 

After prisoners were being held beyond the reach of the courts under a military 
order, Clive, with two other lawyers, sued for access to the prisoners there, 
believing the camp was an affront to democracy and the rule of law.  In doing so, 
he brought this issue to the world’s attention.

To date, the campaign has helped secure the release of 65 prisoners from 
Guantánamo Bay (including every British prisoner) and still acts for 15 more.  
This is a phenomenal number – far more than any other lawyer or law firm in 
the world - and demonstrates Clive’s peerless ability in his field as well as his 
dedication to granting justice and legal representation to those in need. 

His dogged determination, on-going campaigning, and championing of what 
are often ‘unpopular issues’ has transformed the debate on Guantánamo Bay 
prisoners.  When the camp opened, very few people complained; now it is 
shorthand for human rights abuse and lack of due process.

Clive Stafford Smith
Reprieve

Clive Stafford Smith was nominated for his campaign on 
Guantanamo Bay, but he has been campaigning over the 
last twenty years on issues including the death penalty and 
civil rights.
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Gender

Age

We received applications from a very wide age range. The youngest applicant was 14, and the oldest applicant was 80. 
The largest number of applications was from the 26-45 age bracket, but the trend evened out in the shortlisting stage, with 
close to equal numbers of candidates in all age brackets. The high number of shortlisted candidates in the 14-18 age bracket 
is because of the Shout Out! Award.

Diversity
Every year we work hard to reach campaigners from diverse backgrounds and encourage them to apply for our awards. The 
SMK staff team reads all applications and selects a shortlist for each category, which is then internally verified. Independent 
judging panels interview all shortlisted candidates, and select our winners and finalists. We ensure that the application 
process is rigorous and fair.

Applicants who did not fill in the monitoring form have been excluded from the figures below.

The proportion of female and male UK applicants was similar to last year. The proportion of women increased slightly in the 
group of shortlisted candidates, but remained the same in the case of winners and finalists.
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Ethnicity
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We received applications from a wide variety of ethnicities. The proportion of applications from ethnic minority groups was 
five percentage points higher than last year.
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The majority of applications came from England. Compared to last year, there was a small drop in applications from Wales, 
and a small rise in applications from Scotland.

Within the pool of applications from England the largest numbers of applications came from London, the South East, as well 
as West Midlands and the South West. SMK currently has a part-time regional coordinator in post in the latter two regions as 
part of our Reaching UK Campaigners pilot project.
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Award Programme 
Over the next six months our award winners (except Be the Change) will receive: 

•	 An initial assessment to ensure we provide a personalised programme of 
support that will achieve real impact

•	 One-to-one coaching sessions with an experienced campaigner

•	 An intensive and inspiring residential skills-building weekend

•	 Public affairs and media training

•	 An invitation into the SMK Alumni Programme, with opportunities to attend 
talks and events organised by SMK
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Awards Ceremony 2011
The 2011 SMK Awards ceremony was hosted by Jon Snow, Channel 4 Newscaster 
and Patron of SMK. The individual awards were presented by: Baroness Newlove, 
Tony Juniper, Hetty Bower, David Babbs, Paul Lewis, Dr Ashok Sinha, Maria 
Adebowale, and Anna Raeburn.



SMK Campaigner Awards 2012

22

Thank you
SMK relies on the funding, expertise, insight and goodwill of so many individuals 
and organisations that we cannot possibly name them all here.

Our funders, panel judges, coaches, mentors, trainers, speakers and many others 
work closely with us to provide an inspiring and challenging programme of support 
for a new generation of campaigners.

We would like to thank all of you.

SimonNorton
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Sheila McKechnie
Dame Sheila McKechnie was an effective and committed campaigner who achieved 
real change throughout her life and campaigning career, which included her work 
as Chief Executive at Which?, as Director of Shelter, and prior to that within the 
Trade Union Movement. 

To honour her campaigning legacy and the impact that she made in the lives of so 
many, SMK was set up by a founding group of Trustees who all knew and worked 
with her at the Architecture Foundation, Foyer Federation, Shelter and Which?.  

Since its creation, a key part of SMK’s programme has been the SMK Campaigner 
Awards. They provide an opportunity for SMK to celebrate some of the people 
on the ground who are committed to speaking out and taking action when they 
think it is needed.  Through the awards programme, SMK is able to honour 
Sheila’s memory by supporting the next generation of campaigners tackling social, 
economic and environmental injustices. 



Sheila McKechnie Foundation
Resource for London
356 Holloway Road
London N7 6PA

Registered in England and Wales:
Company registration no. 5331412
Charity registration no. 1108210

T: 020 7697 4040
E: info@smk.org.uk 
W: smk.org.uk

Join Campaign Central, SMK’s website for connecting, informing and supporting campaigners

campaigncentral.org.uk

The Sheila McKechnie Foundation is the only registered charity in the UK dedicated to 
connecting, informing and supporting campaigners.

SMK believes that campaigners play a vital role in society, fighting injustice and 
inequality. SMK:

Runs the annual SMK Campaigner Awards, to support new and emerging campaigners

Holds events and workshops about effective campaigning

Manages Campaign Central, the online community for campaigners

Promotes the rights of campaigners
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