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Foreword
Campaigners play an absolutely integral part in our society, 

and have always been a force for achieving a more just 

and fair world. During my political career, it has been both 

a challenge and a privilege to engage with campaigners.

It is for this reason that I continue to support the endeavours of the Sheila McKechnie 

Foundation. I am delighted that The Foundation continues to seek out and support a 

new generation of campaigners that are taking on injustices - locally, nationally and 

globally.

Sheila was a lifelong friend of mine. She demonstrated unwavering commitment to 

the causes she fought for, and I know that she would be as pleased as I am to see that 

there are so many talented campaigners following in her footsteps.

What is especially heartening is seeing the great diversity of award winners and 

finalists. Campaigning voices need to be diverse, because the challenges we face as 

a society and as a planet - whether it is climate change, poverty or social inequality 

- are so wide-ranging.

 

The individuals noted in this report and the many thousands of other campaigners 

across the country who work so tirelessly continue to inspire my life in politics. 

So I pay tribute to all of you for your tenacity, your sense of principle and your 

commitment.

 

I wish you every success, because your success will mean a better society for all of us.
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Introduction
The SMK Campaigner Awards are unique. Winning one of 

our awards is not the end, but the beginning of something.

 

Our awards are for campaigners who are at the ‘newer’ 

end of campaigning - individuals who have already shown great potential, and want 

to learn how to be even more effective in tackling injustices. The programme is 

bespoke, tailored to the needs of each individual, rather than about imparting all our 

award winners with the same ‘identikit’ approach. This is because every campaign has 

its own challenges and will require individuals to use their own imagination, talent 

and problem-solving skills.

 

Over a six month period, this year’s eight award winners will: get an initial assessment 

so that we can create a personalised programme that will have real impact; work with 

an experienced coach; attend an inspiring residential skills-building weekend; receive 

public affairs and media coaching; and gain a  range of other personalised support.  

And beyond that, they become part of our alumni group, who have opportunities to 

get together, share ideas and support each other.

 

We are grateful to all of our award sponsors, who share our vision that campaigners 

play a vital role in society, and that we need to invest in developing their talents and 

their voices.

 

The team at SMK are really looking forward to working closely with such a diverse and 

dynamic group of campaigners. We are confident that they will go on to achieve great 

things.

 

Linda Butcher
Chief Executive
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Consumer Action
Campaigning for quality, safety and affordability

Tanya Heasman is Director of 
System Concepts, an independent 
management consultancy providing 
ergonomics, health, safety, disability 
and training advice to a wide range of 
public and private sector organisations. 
She is a member of the Which? Ltd 
Board and was a lay representative on 
the Food Standards Agency Research 
Advisory Committee. In addition, 
she was elected to the Consumers’ 
Association Council in 1997 and held 
the Deputy Chair of Council for six 
years. 

Vaughan Lindsay is a Trustee of SMK 
and Chief Executive of the Dartington 
Hall Trust, which nurtures ideas to 
address pressing problems. Vaughan 
began his career working for Procter 
& Gamble. He has since worked for 
the Kings Fund, Shelter and as Deputy 
Director of NCVO. He went on to 
work for the strategic management 
consultancy group, McKinsey, where 
he spent six years advising blue 
chip organisations on their strategy, 
marketing and sales.

Sponsored by

Which? exists to make people 
as powerful as the organisations 
they have to deal with in their 
daily lives. Which? provides 
independent advice and active 
support to counter the morass 
of misleading information and 
bewildering choices that people 
face all the time. Which? also 
campaigns for change to end 
unfairness in the way some 
markets are structured and 
operate.

Award Judges

The End Fuel Poverty Coalition wants energy efficient homes, decent incomes and low cost fuel for low income households. © Consumer Focus
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Winner

Finalist

Finalist

By launching an innovative website that encourages and supports people to eat less 
meat, Pete is promoting environmental protection and healthier lifestyles. Pete uses 
creativity and statistics to show members of his website the effects of their eating 
habits on the environment. His goal is to promote a healthier world, starting with 
people’s personal eating preferences and behaviours.  

Pete Davis
‘Part Time Carnivore’

Vicky is working to raise awareness about the potential health risks to children 
from mobile phones and other wireless technologies. By working with the media to 
spread the word, Vicky’s goal is for the public to understand how dangerous long 
term phone usage is for children. Vicky has set up a website to highlight steps for 
reducing technology risks and publicising research on the potential health impacts.

Vicky Fobel

Alison is working to raise awareness on the restriction of digital access for disabled 
and deaf people. By using social networks, Alison is challenging digital inequality. 
Her goal is for all disabled people to have full access to the internet. In order to 
achieve digital inclusion, Alison raises issues via blogging to challenge websites to 
become fully accessible for disabled people.

Alison Smith
‘Pesky People’

‘Protecting children from health risks of wireless technologies’   
WiredChild and Radiation Research Trust
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Environment
Working to provide sustainable
solutions to the environmental
problems we face locally
and globally

Jon Cracknell is currently the Director 
of the JMG Foundation, which 
funds environmental campaigns. 
He has been actively involved 
with the U.S. Environmental Grant 
Makers Association for twelve years 
and serves on the EGA Board. In 
2003, Jon assisted in setting up the 
Environmental Funders Network in 
the UK and is a part of the steering 
committee. Additionally, Jon has 
co-authored three detailed reports 
analysing environmental grant-making 
patterns and the sources of income for 
environmental groups in the UK.  

Louisa Hooper is Project Officer at the 
UK branch of the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation, a charitable  foundation 
with cultural, educational, social and 
scientific interests. Louisa’s key area 
of focus is promoting an increased 
understanding of the value of the 
environment among policy makers 
and the public. She is also Secretary 
to the Trustees of the Saint Sarkis 
Charity Trust, as well as a judge for the 
Koestler Awards.  

Lucy Pearce is a freelance consultant 
who has worked as a professional 
campaigner, coordinating coalitions 
for over ten years. Most recently, she 
organised ‘Ask The Climate Question’, 
an NGO campaign around the general 
election. Starting out as General 
Secretary of Kent Students’ Union, 
she has since worked for People & 
Planet, Christian Aid and the World 
Development Movement and was 
the Campaign Manager for the Stop 
Climate Chaos Coalition. 

Sponsored by

The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation was established in Lisbon in 
1956. The UK Branch of the Foundation, based in London, has for more 
than fifty years initiated and supported pioneering social, cultural and 
educational developments across the UK and Ireland. International and 
involving in its outlook, the Foundation aims to enrich and connect 
people’s lives and is committed to innovation and the exchange of 
ideas. 

Award Judges

An installation protesting against high carbon emissions by the US, near the site of the COP15 
United Nations Climate Change conference in Copenhagen in December 2009. © Neil Palmer (CIAT)
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Winner

Finalist

Finalist

Alice is working with WoodWatch to give local communities a voice to take action 
for woods and trees under threat. She empowers people to take action using 
formal planning systems and local democracy, using the powers available at a 
grassroots level. She is responsible for identifying potential threats and establishing 
formal objections, as well as providing advice to local authorities on the impact of 
development on woods and trees.

Alice Farr
‘WoodWatch’ - Woodland Trust

Helen is working with the ‘Save Tripa’ coalition to protect the Tripa peat forests 
in Sumatra, Indonesia. By implementing campaigns that target governments, 
organisations and companies, Helen is striving to protect the critically endangered 
Sumatran Orangutan. She is collaborating with colleagues in Indonesia to provide 
critical ecological services to local communities. Helen has been working on the 
issue of deforestation caused by the palm oil industry for six years.  

Helen Buckland
‘Save Tripa’ - Sumatran Orangutan Society (SOS)

Alyson is working on protecting local communities from the hazards caused by the 
imposition of open cast coal mines, as well as the burning of fossil fuels that impact 
on the climate. Through her personal experience of living near a massive open cast 
coal mine, Alyson has become inspired to help others in threatened communities 
campaign against environmental risks. As the treasurer and media spokesperson for 
RAFF, she seeks to promote their cause and offer support to the public.   

Alyson Austin
‘Residents Against Ffos-y-Fran’
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International Campaigner
International campaigners working to achieve social 
or environmental justice 

Sponsored by

organisations and government 
agencies, including Hammersmith 
and Fulham Racial Equality Council, 
London Refugee Learning and Skills 
Network, the Home Office National 
Refugee Integration Forum and 
the Mayor of London’s Refugee 
Integration Advisory Group. 

Alison Marshall works with UNICEF 
UK’s Put it Right initiative. She 
leads a team working across policy, 
research, lobbying and public 
campaigning on both international 
and domestic child rights issues. 
She is Chair of the UNICEF National 
Committees’ Advocacy Network and 
on the boards of Practical Action and 
the Child Rights Alliance of England. 
Previously, Alison has worked for 
BOND and CAFOD as well as with 
networks like the Trade Justice 
Movement, Jubilee Debt Campaign 
and the 2005 Make Poverty History 
campaign.

Lyndall Stein is the Chair of the SMK 
Board of Trustees. She is a leading 
authority on campaigning, income 
generation and communications. 
She was Executive Director of 
Concern UK for four years. Prior 
to that, she was International 
Marketing Director at ActionAid. 
Lyndall developed the first individual 
fundraising program for the African 
National Congress in the 1980s and 
chaired Votes for Freedom. She is the 
Founder and Editor of Positive Lives, 
a ten-year photographic project 
showing the global human response 
to HIV/AIDS. In addition, she is the 
Co-Founder of HIV International.

Award Judges

Gill Amas is Head of 
Communications and Campaigns 
at CARE International UK. Her team 
campaigns for better protection of 
women in conflict and for changes 
to the international aid system 
in order to achieve sustainable 
development.  Gill has worked for 
Labour’s National Press Office and 
played a central role in the 1997 
general election campaign. Since 
then, Gill has held campaigns and 
communications management 
positions in a range of sectors, 
including disability rights, health and 
housing. 

Mulat Tadesse Haregot is the 
Director of the Evelyn Oldfield Unit, 
which is one of the key second tier 
voluntary organisations working with 
refugee and migrant community 
organisations in London. Over the 
last 19 years, he has worked for a 
range of voluntary and community 

The National Solidarity Forum, a coalition of over 50 organisations from different parts of India, organised Kandhamal Day in August 2010 to protest against 
oppression of Dalit communities in Orissa, India. © Orissa Concerns
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Finalist

Finalist

Finalist

Sponsored by

Winner
Benard Wakoli
‘Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity Advocacy’ - Kenya

Jamils is working to combat child trafficking in vulnerable communities in the north west 
region of Cameroon. Using survivors’ stories and working with children as peer campaigners, 
the campaign places children at the centre of the issue and seeks to provide vital information 
on trafficking scams to potential victims. Jamils is also advocating for the reform of 
employment sectors which perpetuate the demand for domestic child trafficking.    

Jamils Richard Achunji Anguaseh
‘Global Welfare Association’ - Cameroon

Finalist

In her role as a Community Health Worker, Musenge campaigns to address a range of         
HIV/AIDS related issues at the community level in Zambia, including: HIV prevention through 
reducing risky behaviour; the importance of adhering to antiretroviral treatment; benefits 
of early HIV testing; and tackling the myths and misconceptions that surround HIV/AIDS.  
Musenge talks of the vicious cycle of HIV/AIDS whereby even if people are not infected they 
are still affected.  

Igor has been working on the ‘Typical Roma?’ campaign, which seeks to highlight the 
marginalisation, discrimination and poor social situation that Roma people suffer in Moldova.  
By working with both the Roma and non-Roma population, and raising awareness of these 
issues and their implications, Igor hopes that the Roma will be able to fully integrate into 
Moldovan society.  

Igor Pivovar
‘Typical Roma?’ - Moldova

Benadette is concerned about climate justice in a global context but is focussing on what 
individuals can do about this in their own community. Her focus is on schools, where she 
wants to set up workshops so that students can debate climate change issues and how it 
relates to them individually, and therefore the role they need to play in tackling this issue.  

Benadette Chandia Kodili
‘Climate Justice’ - Uganda

Benard is campaigning to raise awareness about the human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) people in the Mumias community in western Kenya.  Benard started 
his campaign in 2008, having witnessed the suffering experienced by young people who 
were perceived to be gay. Working with a wide range of individuals, groups and grassroots 
organisations, Benard highlights the systematic human rights violations the LGBT community 
faces.  

Musenge Musomali
‘The Vicious Cycle’ - Zambia
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Local Campaigner
For campaigners in England taking local action

Sponsored by

Titus Alexander is the Head of 
Learning and Campaigning at Novas 
Scarman, where he runs a training 
and support programme for practical 
politics and community organising. 
Titus is a co-founder of Democracy 
Matters, Charter 99, Action for A Global 
Climate Community, Parenting UK 
and the Self-Esteem Network. He 
has created and run a wide range of 
courses, including Inspiring Change 
for Campaigners and Asset-Based 
Community Development as well as 
various workshops on family learning, 
citizenship in schools and self-esteem. 

Claire Cooper is Deputy Director of 
Community Action at Communities 
and Local Government. Claire’s team is 
responsible for engaging community 
action and the Third Sector, as well 

as taking forward a range of projects 
from the Communities in Control 
White Paper. Claire joined the civil 
service in 1999 after previous jobs 
in marketing at the Financial Times 
and development work in Nepal. 
She has worked on a range of policy 
areas including addressing the social 
exclusion of Gypsies and Travellers. 

Emily Robinson is a Trustee of SMK 
as well as Head of Public Affairs and 
Campaigns at the Local Government 
Association. In 2006, she won SMK’s 
Health and Social Care Award for her 
work with Bliss, the premature baby 
charity, to improve levels of nursing 
care for special care baby units. In 
addition, she has been campaign 
manager for Consumers International.

Award Judges

‘Buy Local, Shop Local’ is a campaign run by the Southampton based ‘Daily Echo’ Newspaper. The campaign is supported by many independent shops in 
Southampton. © Southern Daily Echo
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Winner

Finalist

Finalist

Lara is working with a local parents group to campaign for the removal of a phone 
mast just yards away from her children’s school. By lobbying the local council and 
the phone company, Lara is trying to create a healthier and cleaner environment 
for students. She is attending parent meetings, council meetings, taking part in 
demonstrations and liaising with local media. Lara is currently campaigning at a 
local level but is looking to lobby on the issue nationally.

Lara Fashola
‘Phone Mast Removal’

Laura is working to challenge local prejudices and stereotypes of mental health. By 
encouraging social contact and interaction with local organisations, she is trying to 
improve the quality of life for people that live with mental ill health every day. Her 
goal is to empower and encourage people with mental illnesses to have a voice in 
their community.

Laura May
‘Chelmsford Rethink Activity Group’

Stephen is working to find alternative options for new houses in Norfolk, instead of 
allowing large scale housing developments to take place. By organising petitions, 
lobbying politicians and teaming up with the media, Stephen is trying to get Norfolk 
local authorities to listen to the community regarding future housing plans. His 
goal is for local residents’ views to be taken into proper consideration for major 
decisions. Stephen is highlighting his community’s housing needs and opinions in 
order to preserve the historic Norfolk countryside.

Stephen Heard
‘Stop Norwich Urbanisation’
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London Social Justice 
For London-based campaigners tackling poverty and inequality

Trust for London is an 
independent charitable trust 
that exists to reduce poverty and 
inequality in London. They do 
this by funding the voluntary and 
community sector and others, 
as well as by using their own 
expertise and knowledge to 
support work that tackles poverty 
and its root causes.

Sponsored by

Mubin Haq is Director of Policy and 
Grants at Trust for London. Currently, 
Mubin is a Trustee of London Funders 
and is a member of the London 
Strategic Migration Partnership. 
Prior to that, he was on the boards 
of a range of other organisations, 
including London and Quadrant 
Housing Association’s Community 
Investment Committee, Community 
Foundation Network and Royal Docks 
Trust. He previously worked for South 
East London Community Foundation 
where he undertook a number of roles, 
including Interim Director and Head of 
Grants.

Elahe Panahi is the Director of a 
community centre in east London 
that offers a wide range of support 

services to locals, focusing on 
promoting community engagement 
and participation. Currently, she is a 
member of Housing and Migration 
Network, in addition to Chair of the 
Evelyn Oldfield Unit. Elahe has been 
a Trustee of the Refugee Arrival 
Project, Refugee Women’s Association, 
Refugee Council, Asylum Aid, and the 
Supplementary and Mother Tongue 
Resource Unit. 

John Rudkin is the Director of 
Tradewind Heights RTM Limited, 
where he is a Chartered Accountant. 
John knew Sheila from his work with 
Which? where he currently works as 
an internal auditor.  He was appointed 
as Treasurer of the SMK Board of 
Trustees in 2008.  

Award Judges

Strangers into Citizens is a campaign by London Citizens for a pathway into citizenship for long-term undocumented migrants. ©London Citizens
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Winner

Finalist

Finalist

For London-based campaigners tackling poverty and inequality

Noori is working to break barriers between communities and challenge negative 
perceptions about young Muslims, women and refugees. She is managing 
and developing young leaders to bridge the gap between silent voices and         
decision-makers. Noori has planned anti-racism festivals, run campaigns on 
‘girl power’ and organised events about knife crime. ‘Young Muslim Voices’ has 
been running for two years and has engaged thousands of young people, while 
impacting on services and policies in Islington.

Noori Bibi
‘Young Muslim Voices’

Joanna is working to combat social prejudice and discrimination towards people 
with facial disfigurements. By organising initiatives with a variety of groups such as 
the media, schools and government, she is striving to achieve ‘face equality’. Joanna 
has demonstrated leadership by advocating social and economic change in order 
for people to embrace their disfigurements. By actively lobbying the government to 
tackle injustice towards disfigurement, Joanna is helping to create a society where, 
regardless of appearance, everyone is valued for their contribution.

Joanna Corbin
‘Face Equality Campaign’ - Changing Faces

Sulaiman is working to promote disability awareness in London. He is doing this 
by coming up with innovative and humorous campaigns that challenge and 
change people’s perceptions about disability. By aiming to change social injustices, 
Sulaiman is endorsing the idea that disabled people deserve the same rights and 
treatment as everyone else.

Sulaiman Khan
‘Blow Your Mind’ - Muscular Dystrophy Campaign
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Shout Out!
Supporting the campaigns of school students

The City Bridge Trust aims 
to address disadvantage by 
supporting charitable activity 
across Greater London through 
quality grant-making and related 
activities with clearly defined 
priorities. The Trust’s vision is to 
work for change to benefit the 
people of London.

Sponsored by

Jenny Field is Deputy Director of 
the City Bridge Trust, where she has 
worked for the last fourteen years. 
Initially she lead the Trust’s monitoring 
and evaluation team and is now 
developing the Trust’s new learning 
and sharing strategy. She is a Trustee 
of Charities Evaluation Services and 
Lambeth Voluntary Action Council. 
Prior to joining the Trust, she was 
the Grants Officer at the Walcot 
Foundation, working on a variety of 
community development projects and 
legal advice services.  

Andy Hamflett has been working in 
the political empowerment field for 
over a decade, both in the voluntary 
and statutory sectors. Andy was 
appointed Chief Executive of the UK 
Youth Parliament (UKYP) in 2005, 
which is a national network that 
supports democratic engagement 

and active citizenship amongst young 
people. Prior to UKYP, he worked at 
Lambeth Youth Council, where he 
encouraged young people to establish 
education projects on teenage 
pregnancy, substance misuse and 
work with the Police around stop and 
search. 

Lucy Musgrave is a Trustee of SMK 
and a Director of Publica, a creative 
consultancy and Community Interest 
Company specialising in research and 
practice in the design of public realm 
issues. She is a leading practitioner in 
community planning, regeneration, 
social architecture and urban 
design. She is co-author of ‘Design 
& Landscape for People’. Previously, 
she was Director of General Public 
Agency and prior to that Director of 
the Architecture Foundation, of which 
Sheila was a Trustee.  

Award Judges

Fumni Abari, Member of Youth Parliament for Haringey, speaking at the House of Commons in October 2009. It was the first time anyone other than MPs 
have debated in the House of Commons. © UK Youth Parliament

SMK Campaigner Awards 2010

1�



Winner

These students are working to create awareness of recycling options in their school and 
beyond. By increasing the amount of bins around school and offering more recycling options, 
they are trying to inspire their peers and create a better learning environment. Their goal is to 
improve the environment while teaching other young people the importance of recycling.

Jattu Kallon, Lia Temple, Madeleine Agyeman-Badi, 
Oluwatoni Alofe, Shauntae Reeder
‘Bin It Right’ - La Sainte Union School, Camden
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This group of young people are working to create awareness about mental illness amongst 
secondary school students. By creating a forty minute workshop, they are highlighting the 
risk to young people, discouraging prejudices and teaching young people how they can stay 
mentally healthy. They are aiming to change stereotypes of mental illness and reassuring 
young people that there is support available.

Ben Mackay, Jeanette Akinboyewa, Louis Kalyango, Samuel 
Sesay, Valerie Okoampah
‘Labels are for Clothes, Not for People’ - Haringey Youth Council, Haringey

Finalist

The ‘My City Too!’ campaign aims to introduce young people to a world of architecture, 
where their aspirations for the future design of their city are taken into consideration. The 
campaign aims to make politicians, designers and architects aware of what young people 
want from their city. By trying to include young people in architectural decisions, Simone is 
hoping to improve public spaces for all.

Simone Webb
‘My City Too!’ - Open House UK, Lambeth

Finalist

Stephanie is working to encourage and educate people about the benefits of cycling in 
Lambeth. By encouraging more people to cycle instead of using cars, Stephanie wants to 
unite her community and support a healthier lifestyle. Through using the media, working with 
similar organisations and the local council, she is trying to reduce congestion on the road and 
promote an environmentally conscious community.   

Stephanie Harb
‘Cycling to Success’ - Lambeth Youth Council, Lambeth

Finalist

These young people are working to create equality among men and women. They believe 
that women have a difficult time rising to positions of power or move past the ‘glass ceiling’, 
and aim to achieve equal opportunity for both sexes. By removing this invisible barrier for 
women, they are looking to empower women and tackle discrimination.

Angelina Owusu, Joan Kalanzi,
Sarah Claudio, Sumaya Qumane 
‘Break the Glass Ceiling’ - Eastlea Community School, Stratford

Finalist



Social Inclusion
Fighting disadvantage and inequality 

Shelter believes everyone should 
have a home. Shelter helps more 
than 170,000 people a year fight 
for their rights, get back on their 
feet, and find and keep a home. 
Shelter also campaigns for 
decent housing for all.

Sponsored by

Nigel Saxby-Soffe is a member of the 
SMK Board and Finance Committee. 
He is a qualified Chartered Accountant 
who began working with KPMG 
before joining J. Henry Schroder 
as an Investment Banking Director. 
In 1994 Nigel joined ActionAid as 
Director of Finance. He oversaw the 
development and financial integrity of 
the ActionAid International Federation 
of International Development 
Organisations, operating in 50 
countries. In addition, he was a Non-
Executive Director of the Sussex 
Ambulance Service NHS Trust for ten 
years.

Lee Smith is currently a candidate of 
the British Psycho-Analytical Society 
and an Honorary Clinical Staff member 
at the London Clinic of Psychoanalysis. 
He was previously a Director at Mind, 

responsible for Mind’s national network 
of people with experience of mental 
distress, as well as the 180 affiliated, 
independent local Mind associations. 
He has over 20 years of experience in 
voluntary sector, community mental 
health and homelessness provision.

Karen Stalbow is the National 
Campaigns Manager at Shelter. She 
began her career as a fundraiser 
with the Royal National Institute for 
the Deaf before moving to join the 
Economist to undertake a marketing 
and advertising role. Karen returned to 
the voluntary and community sector 
in a campaigning role with Oxfam. 
Later on, she joined the campaigns 
department at the NSPCC before 
assuming a position at Shelter as 
the London and South East Regional 
Campaign Officer. 

Award Judges

In 2008 Stonewall launched a major campaign to tackle homophobic bullying in schools. Posters, stickers and postcards were distributed to all 5,000 
secondary schools in England. © Stonewall
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Winner

Finalist

Finalist

Ilena is working with young people to provide support for those struggling with 
depression in Scotland. By launching a website to offer resources and emotional 
health courses, Ilena is creating awareness about depression so that people 
don’t feel alone. Her goal is for young adults to connect with the appropriate 
health organisations and seek support early on. Ilena is working to modernise 
current mental health messages in order to accurately support young adults with 
depression.

Ilena Day
‘Look OK...Feel Crap?’ - Depression Alliance Scotland

Dermot is working with people with learning disabilities to ensure they get the 
skills they need to participate in their community. By encouraging communities 
to facilitate this process of integration, Dermot is breaking the isolation barriers 
that come with learning disabilities. He has developed a program for people with 
learning disabilities that promotes social, personal, educational and employment 
support within communities. Dermot’s work is not only impacting people with 
learning disabilities, but facilitating cultural change within communities.

Dermot O’Hara
‘Access to Citizenship’ - Destined Ltd

Working in partnership with OBJECT, this campaign is working to stop sexual 
exploitation of women and children. By working with the Government to 
enforce criminal laws on human trafficking, Ruth wants to raise public awareness 
and institute support services for those who are affected by prostitution. Her 
understanding of the realities around prostitution has helped Ruth tackle the 
demand for trafficking and supply the resources for women to start afresh. Ruth’s 
goal is to promote gender equality and encourage socially excluded women to take 
part in their community.   

Ruth Breslin
‘Demand Change’ – Eaves 
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SimonNorton

Transport
Meeting the transport challenges        
of our age

Stephen Joseph has been Executive 
Director of Transport 2000 for 22 
years. He has previously worked for a 
range of organisations, including the 
British Youth Council, the Civic Trust 
and the Town and Country Planning 
Association.  He was awarded an 
OBE for services to transport and the 
environment as well as the Lifetime 
Achievement Award as part of the 
National Transport Awards.

Blake Lee-Harwood is a lifelong 
campaigner who has worked for a 
wide variety of groups over the past 
twenty years, including Friends of the 
Earth, RSPB, VSO and Greenpeace 
UK. Since 2007, he has been an 
advisor on campaign strategy and 
implementation for a variety of clients, 
and is currently advising Asda/Walmart 
on environmental sustainability and 
labour standards. Blake has also been 
a climate change consultant working 
with the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office and DfID on strategy and 
campaign development around 
climate change. 

Simon Norton is a mathematician at 
Cambridge University with a particular 
interest in sustainable transport. 
He is also Co-Coordinator of the 
Cambridgeshire and West Suffolk 
branch of Transport 2000, the national 
environmental transport campaign.

Sponsored by

Award Judges

The campaign against the proposed Heathrow Third Runway was made up of a broad range 
of interests, including local resident groups, climate change activists and mainstream political 
parties. Shortly After the 2010 General Election, the new coalition Government scrapped the 
Third Runway plans. © The Conservative Party
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Winner

Finalist

Finalist

Claire would like to establish a cycling campaign for Newcastle with a focus on bike 
commuting. She wants to coordinate the efforts of residents and local organisations 
involved in cycling and enable employers to become cyclist-friendly. Claire wants 
to lobby the local government to create better provisions for cycling, relating to bike 
security, improving bike infrastructure and increasing awareness of cycling among 
the community.

Claire Prospert
‘Newcastle Cycling Campaign’

Terry is working to maintain and improve public transport facilities in Leicestershire 
County. He believes that this campaign is more important than ever as the 
Government is enforcing public cuts.  A lifelong, dedicated transport campaigner, 
Terry has already achieved many transport campaign successes. Recently, Terry 
was instrumental in saving 25 bus routes in Leicestershire from being closed. Terry 
is committed to sustainable transport and wants to create greater awareness about 
the necessity of public buses and trains.

Terence Kirby
‘Promoting the Use of Public Transportation’

Anita is working to champion the creation of a shared-use route linking four rural 
villages on the rivers of the northern Norfolk Broads. Anita aims to create a safe 
route for walking, cycling and mobility scooters, encouraging active travel over 
short distances, supporting sustainable tourism, and encouraging healthy outdoor 
exercise. Anita has gained the support of 1,500 local members and has developed 
good relationships with parishes, the district and county council, the Broads 
Authority and the Environment Agency.

Anita Turpin
‘The Three Rivers Way’
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Jon Snow, Channel 4 Newscaster and Patron of SMK, hosted the 2009 SMK 

Campaigner Awards ceremony. Awards were presented by: Shami Chakrabarti, 

Director of Liberty;  Tony Juniper, environmental campaigner, writer and sustainability 

adviser; and Terry Waite, humanitarian and author.

Awards ceremony �00�
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Thank you
SMK relies on the funding, expertise, passion, insight and goodwill of so many 

individuals and organisations, that we cannot possibly name them all here.

Our funders, judges, mentors, trainers, speakers and many others work with us closely 

to provide a challenging and inspiring programme of support for a new generation of 

campaigners.

We would like to thank all of you.

SMK Campaigner Awards �010 sponsors

SimonNorton
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A legacy
Dame Sheila McKechnie was a fearless and 

passionate campaigner who empowered individuals 

to recognise and assert their rights through her 

work as Chief Executive at Which? and previously as 

Director of Shelter. 

She inspired the creation of SMK, set-up by a 

founding group of Trustees who all knew and 

worked with her at the Architecture Foundation, 

Foyer Federation, Shelter and Which?. They believed 

that the insight and passion Sheila demonstrated 

in her own lifetime should be passed on to a new 

generation of campaigners fighting for social justice.
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Patrons
Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP

Alan Grant

Rt Hon The Lord Howe of Aberavon, Kt CH QC

The Baroness Morgan of Drefelin

Jon Snow

Trustees
Margaret Donnelly

Matthew Downie

Blake Lee-Harwood

Vaughan Lindsay

Lucy Musgrave

Andrew Reading

Emily Robinson

John Rudkin

Nigel Saxby-Soffe

Lyndall Stein (Chair)

Alastair Wilson 
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Principle address and registered office:
Sheila McKechnie Foundation
The Resource Centre
356 Holloway Rd
London N7 6PA

T: 020 7700 8231
E: info@smk.org.uk 
W: smk.org.uk 

Registered in England and Wales:
Company registration no.  5331412
Charity registration no. 1108210

Join Campaign Central, SMK’s website for connecting, informing and supporting campaigners
campaigncentral.org.uk

www.campaigncentral.org.uk

The Sheila McKechnie Foundation is the only registered charity in the UK dedicated 

to connecting, informing and supporting campaigners.

SMK believes that campaigners play a vital role in society, fighting injustice and 

inequality. SMK:

Runs the annual SMK Campaigner Awards, to support new and emerging 
campaigners

Holds events and workshops about effective campaigning

Manages Campaign Central, the online community for campaigners

Promotes the rights of campaigners
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