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Foreword
Britain has a long and distinguished history of
campaigning of which we can be justly proud –
from the struggles against slavery in the 18th and
19th centuries to the long fight for women’s
suffrage and today, in the 21st century, the great
campaign to Make Poverty History.
So I am delighted to see the Sheila McKechnie Foundation supporting and
nurturing a new generation of campaigners, making the crucial connections
between issues in our local communities and politics at a national and
international level and ensuring that the voice of civil society is heard.
Now in their fourth year, these awards are a fitting tribute to Sheila, a lifelong
friend of mine and a woman with that rare mix of idealism and dogged
determination that makes change happen. Sheila was committed to doing
everything possible to support our talented future campaigners, so I am very
pleased to see those who are following in her footsteps getting the recognition
they deserve.
The diversity of this year’s finalists shows that people from all walks of life can
and do stand up to and challenge injustice. Campaigning is never easy and not
all of your endeavours will succeed, but if you remain practical, principled and
resolute, you will achieve great things.
So today we celebrate your passion, your creativity and your tireless efforts to
build a better society for us all, and I wish you every continuing success.

Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP, Prime Minister
Patron of SMK
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Introduction
The Sheila McKechnie Campaigner Awards provide a vivid snapshot of
contemporary campaigning.
I am delighted that this year’s award finalists are more diverse than ever. This is
vitally important - campaigning is an expression of democracy in action, and
democracy needs a range of voices.
The word ‘award’ implies a ‘reward’ for individuals already highly experienced in
campaigning. In reality, our awards are there to support individuals who are just
starting out, have already done some excellent campaigning work, and now
want to take their campaigning work to a new level.
What you will read in these pages will demonstrate that, while there are wrongs,
abuses, injustices and inequalities, there are also individuals and communities
that are working tirelessly to do something about them.
Working with campaigners at such a formative and pivotal point in their work is
inspiring and a genuine privilege.

Linda Butcher
Chief Executive, SMK
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Conflict Resolution
Tackling the root causes of conflict and striving to
bring people together
Judges
Helen Drewery, General Secretary of
Quaker Peace and Social Witness (QPSW),
has worked in the central offices of British
Quakers for nearly 25 years. During that
time she has managed programmes on
many subjects, including criminal
justice, HIV/AIDS and the Alternatives to
Violence Project. QPSW’s current work

includes Ecumenical Accompaniment in
Palestine/Israel, peace education and
conciliation work in Nagaland and
training in nonviolence.
Carolyn Hayman OBE is a Trustee of the
Sheila McKechnie Foundation (SMK). She
has been Chief Executive of Peace Direct

since 2004, which supports and
promotes the work of people seeking to
use nonviolent methods to resolve
conflict. She has previously worked in
the civil service (DfID and the Cabinet
Office) the private sector and as a
consultant and Joint Managing Director
of the Korda Seed Capital Fund. In 1996
Carolyn became Chief Executive of the
Foyer Federation, where Sheila
McKechnie was then a Trustee.
Terry Waite CBE has extensive
international experience in development
and conflict resolution projects,
including humanitarian programmes
throughout Africa. He has also
negotiated the release of hostages held
in the Middle East. His work resulted in
his own captivity for four years in
Lebanon. He has authored several
books, one of which was an
international bestseller, and lectures
publicly on his experiences.

winner
Lea Misan

‘Educating Youth in Social Action’ – Act for Change
Lea is campaigning to educate young people in social action. Act for
Change provides the tools to educate and interrupt hate-related crime
through schools-based workshops. Lea aims to increase awareness
amongst 11-19 year olds about their rights and responsibilities, in order
to resolve potential conflicts creatively. To date, over 5,000 students
have been through this programme. Lea is currently developing the
online aspect of the campaign, including making much better use of
social media.

finalist
Holly Elsdon-Smithers

White Ribbon Campaign UK
Holly wants to engage men and boys in ending male violence against
women, using a preventative approach. One way the campaign aims
to do this is by providing positive male role models in sports and
music. Holly has been successful in securing a Halifax Rugby League
player as an ambassador for the campaign. She also runs education
and awareness raising programmes on violence against women in
West Yorkshire. This year the White Ribbon Campaign are launching
their Youth Ambassadors Scheme.

Sponsored by
The Allan and Nesta Ferguson
Charitable Trust was set up in memory
of two generations of the Ferguson family
to promote their particular interests in
education, international friendship and
understanding, and the promotion of
world peace and development.

In 2007 10,000 hourglasses filled with fake blood were turned round by activists around the world to mark the start of the Darfur conflict four years
earlier. The campaign highlighted the continuing violence under the slogan “Time is up... Protect Darfur”. © PA
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finalist
Becki Morphus

‘Young One’s Prevention Project’ – Olive Tree
Becki wants to roll out domestic abuse education programmes across
Norfolk schools for children and young people. The campaign aims
to raise awareness about domestic violence and the issues linked to
it, in the hope that it will reduce the likelihood of pupils becoming
future victims or perpetrators of domestic abuse or anti-social
behaviour. Olive Tree made a significant contribution to the ‘Domestic
Abuse General Guidelines and Minimum Standards for Educational
Programmes for Norfolk Schools’.
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winner
Tom Royston

‘Hung Up: the cost of contacting government from a mobile phone’
Leeds Citizens Advice Bureau
Tom works on the ‘Hung Up’ campaign, which highlights the high cost
of phoning 0800 government numbers from mobile phones. Tom
claims that half of CAB clients have no landlines and therefore face
charges when calling what are meant to be freephone numbers. The
campaign has been successful in gaining the support of their local
Leeds MP, who is raising the issue in the House of Commons.

finalist
Lynn Scott

Across the country people have been campaigning to stop the closure of local Post Offices. © Birmingham Mail

Consumer Action

‘Glasgow School Closures Campaign’
Lynn is a parent at Barmulloch primary school, Glasgow. Glasgow City
Council voted for the closure of 25 schools and nurseries and Lynn is
campaigning against this decision, which she feels will devastate local
communities. Lynn believes the Council’s process was undemocratic
as 95% of consultation responses opposed the closures. The group
have met with the Scottish Parliament who have shown support.

Campaigning for quality, safety and affordability

Sponsored by

Judges

Which? exists to make people as
powerful as the organisations
they have to deal with in their
daily lives. Which? provides
independent advice and active
support to counter the morass
of misleading information and
bewildering choices that
people face all the time. Which?
also campaigns for change to
end unfairness in the way
some markets are structured
and operate.

Tanya Heasman is Director of Systems
Concepts, an independent management
consultancy providing ergonomics, health
and safety and disability advice and
training to a wide range of public and
private sector clients. Elected to the
Consumers’ Association Council in 1997,
she has been Deputy Chair since January
2003. She has also held a position as lay
representative on the Food Standards
Agency Research Advisory Committee.
Nick Partridge has been Chief Executive of
the Terrence Higgins Trust since 1991. Over
the past 24 years he has been a consistent
voice on the coverage of AIDS and sexual
health. He has negotiated numerous
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mergers with other charities and now
mobilises over 1,000 volunteers and 350
staff. He is Chair of INVOLVE, Deputy Chair
of the UK Clinical Research Collaboration,
Deputy Chair of the Healthcare
Commission and Deputy Chair of the
Expert Advisory Group on AIDS that advises
Ministers and the Chief Medical Officer.
Rebecca Smithers has been consumer
affairs correspondent for The Guardian
since 2006. She wrote on education for
the paper for nine years and previously
covered politics, transport and City issues.
Rebecca also regularly contributes to The
Observer’s Word of Mouth food blog.

finalist
Stephanie Wood

‘School Food Matters’
Stephanie is campaigning for every child to enjoy fresh sustainable
food at school and for them to understand where their food comes
from. Stephanie canvassed local authorities in London to look at
the way they source food for school meals and is promoting food
education through cooking, growing and farm visits. Stephanie has
teamed up with Richmond Borough Sustainability Unit and is the Food
and Drink Doorway Leader for Sustainable Schools, which has helped
her to access schools, head teachers and council officials.
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winner
Shilpa Shah

‘Akashi’ – Cambridge Carbon Footprint
Akashi, which means ‘to the sky’, is a grassroots campaign that aims
to empower Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) and faith groups
to act on climate change and climate justice. Akashi aims to achieve
more legitimacy for the environmental movement and a louder voice
for people beyond ‘the usual suspects’. The campaign organises within
minority groups to empower diverse and marginalised communities
to take individual and collective action on what they see as the biggest
global problem facing us today.

The World Wildlife Fund’s Earth Hour 2009 involved millions of people around the world switching off their lights for one hour on 28 March –
sending a message to world leaders about taking urgent action on climate change. © Greg Armfield/WWF-UK

Environment

finalist
Sheridan Chilvers

Working to provide sustainable solutions to the environmental
problems we face locally and globally

Sponsored by

Judges

The Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation was established in
Lisbon in 1956. The UK Branch of
the Foundation, based in
London, has for more than fifty
years initiated and supported
pioneering social, cultural and
educational developments
across the UK and Ireland.
International and involving in its
outlook, the Foundation aims to
enrich and connect people’s lives
and is committed to innovation
and the exchange of ideas.

Jon Cracknell has worked with the family
of the late Sir James Goldsmith since 1993,
and has managed the family’s
environmental grant-making and other
philanthropy since 1998. He is currently
the director of the JMG Foundation, which
funds environmental campaigns. In 2003
Jon helped set up the Environmental
Funders Network in the UK, which he
coordinates on a part-time basis. He has
also been actively engaged in the
US-based Environmental Grantmakers
Association (EGA) since 1998. He has
served on the EGA Board since February
2008 and on the steering committee of
the Funders Network on Trade and
Globalisation since its inception in 1999.
Lucy Pearce is a Campaign Leader for the
Stop Climate Chaos coalition. Lucy has
worked as a professional campaigner for
ten years. Starting out as General Secretary
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of Kent Students’ Union, she has since
worked for People and Planet, Christian
Aid and the World Development
Movement. Building on her track record
of developing winning campaigns –
including getting 60 universities to switch
to green electricity and kicking the world’s
biggest oil company, Esso, off campus –
she has also organised the UK’s biggest
ever demonstration on climate change.
Emily Robinson is a Trustee of SMK and
has a strong background in campaigning.
She was Campaigns Manager for Bliss,
and won SMK’s Health and Social Care
Award in 2006 for her work to improve
levels of nursing care for special baby
units. Emily then moved on to Consumers
International as Campaigns Manager
before joining the Local Government
Association as Public Affairs Manager
in 2008.

‘Food for Thought’ – Students in Free Enterprise
‘Food for Thought’ is a programme that aims to encourage students
from the University of Nottingham to grow food in their student
gardens. These gardens represent an under-utilised source of
food production, which would benefit students and low income
families through the donation of surplus food. Sheridan’s vision is
that students will develop an interest and passion about growing
food from when they first start university, which they will carry on
throughout their lives.

finalist
Kate Meakin

Cardiff Transition Project
Kate is working to increase awareness about climate change and
organising community projects that will reduce the carbon footprint
of Cardiff. Her work involves capacity building for volunteers who have
an interest in green issues but are unsure how to turn concerns into
action. Kate will be organising workshops, training and speaker events
to give people the tools they need to become successful campaigners.
This will be done in partnership with Stop Climate Chaos Cymru.
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winner
Daniel Hutley

Global
Action

Supporting younger
campaigners working
towards global justice
Sponsored by
BOND, David and Lynda Hughes
Donations via www.justgiving.co.uk/
guyhughesaward09
BOND (British Overseas NGOs for
Development) is a network of voluntary
organisations working in international
development. BOND aims to improve
the UK’s contribution to international
development by promoting the exchange
of experience, ideas and information.

David & Lynda Hughes

SKIP (Students for Kids International Projects)
Daniel is the National Coordinator for SKIP, a registered charity which
campaigns for awareness of global health issues. It partners students
from 13 UK branches to community projects in developing countries.
The members – all volunteers – are a collection of students from all
over the UK, working together to support vulnerable and impoverished
children and communities worldwide. They believe that campaigns
should take a holistic approach to a problem and want to further
develop their work to strengthen this.
Only two questions about global poverty have been asked in the history of modern presidential
debates, going back to Kennedy-Nixon in 1960. ONE launched a campaign to get “Just ONE
Question” about the fight against global poverty asked at the 2008 presidential debates.
© Associated Press

In memory of Guy Hughes
Guy Hughes was an inspirational campaigner and activist
who died tragically in a mountaineering accident in 2006, but
who achieved more in his 32 years that most people manage
in a lifetime.
Highly intelligent and analytical, Guy studied physics at the
University of East Anglia, but his interests soon turned to
environmental politics and social justice. Guy became Head of Campaigns at Third
World First – which later changed its name to People & Planet. He was a founder of
the Trade Justice Movement, which became a rallying point for peoples’ movements
across the world. In 2003, Guy established a new NGO, Crisis Action, which aims to
help avert conflicts, prevent human rights abuses and ensure governments fulfil their
obligations to protect civilians. Guy is deeply missed not only by his family, partner
and friends but by a generation of idealistic students, campaigners and guests at his
legendary Oxford cocktail parties. He was a man of sparkling intelligence, energy and
wit who knew how to make life fun as well as being determined to change the world
for the better.

finalist
Seb Klier

‘Supermarkets and Sweatshops’ – War on Want
Seb is working to raise awareness amongst UK consumers about
workers rights’ abuses in overseas supply chains that make products
for UK supermarkets and high street stores. His campaigning has
helped to mobilise supporters and he is lobbying the UK government
to introduce legislation that would guarantee fair treatment of workers
that supply UK companies. ‘Supermarkets and Sweatshops’ seeks to
promote workers’ rights in and of themselves and also as a route out
of poverty.

Judges
Tim Gee is BOND’s Campaigns
Communications Officer, responsible for
supporting collective public campaigns
and activities on global poverty issues in
the UK. Projects to date have included the
‘Put People First: Jobs, Justice, Climate’
campaign, which saw 35,000 people
take to the streets of London, and ‘Stand
Up and Take Action Against Poverty and
Inequality’, when 50,000 UK citizens
joined with 117 million people worldwide
to take part in anti-poverty events and
actions to mark World Day for the
Eradication of Poverty in October 2008.

Lucy Russell started as an intern at
People and Planet, where she worked
with Guy and remained his friend
throughout his life. She developed a
career in policy creation and delivery –
making sure campaigns are effective
and meaningful. She has been the policy
lead for a wide range of national
campaigns. Lucy is Chair of the People
and Planet Trust and Vice-Chair of the
Sex Education Forum. Currently she
works for Oxfordshire County Council,
coordinating young people’s sexual
health programmes and education.
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Emily Robinson is a Trustee of SMK and
has a strong background in
campaigning. She was Campaigns
Manager for Bliss, and won SMK’s Health
and Social Care Award in 2006 for her
work to improve levels of nursing care
for special baby units. Emily then moved
on to Consumers International as
Campaigns Manager before joining the
Local Government Association as Public
Affairs Manager in 2008.

finalist
Leon Ward

Children in a changing climate
As part of his role with Plan UK’s Youth Advisory Board, Leon is
campaigning against the devastating effects of climate change in the
Global South. One of his main aims is to highlight the importance
of youth participation in decision-making around climate change,
because it is the younger generation that will have to live and deal
with the consequences of global warming. He has attended sessions
with various parliamentarians to demonstrate the voice of young
people and has co-facilitated a Global Youth Conference with young
representatives from several Plan national offices.
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winner
Raphael Ahenu
‘Access to clean water and sanitation campaign’ – Ghana
Raphael, a journalist and human rights campaigner, is campaigning for clean
water and sanitation facilities to be provided to communities in the Brong-Ahafo
and Ashanti regions of Ghana. Raphael mobilises rural communities to demand
their rights to such facilities. He plans to advocate at the local level and lobby
central government.

finalist
Benza Akongo

Greenpeace climbers protest at Koeberg, Cape Town, South Africa’s only nuclear plant. © Daniel Beltrá/Greenpeace

International Campaigner
International campaigners working to achieve social
or environmental justice
Sponsored by

Judges
Rachel Blain is an international campaigner,
with over 10 years experience, who is
currently responsible for the ‘Because I am
a Girl’ campaign on girls’ rights at Plan
International’s UK office. She has worked
for The United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and
Amnesty International as well as several
UK-based campaigning NGOs.
Andrew Reading is a trustee of SMK and a
Chartered Secretary. Andrew has been
Company Secretary of the Consumers’
Association since 1991 and fulfils the same
function for the Which? Ltd Board and the
Audit Committee. He is responsible for the
annual elections to the Council and the
Annual General Meeting. Andrew is also a
Trustee of the Consumers’ Association’s
Pension and Employee and Benefits
Scheme and responsible, on the Trustees’
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behalf, for the administration of the
scheme. Before joining Which?, Andrew
was Assistant Secretary at the Engineering
Employers’ Association.
Nick Roseveare joined BOND as Chief
Executive in June 2008. Previous to this
Nick worked for Oxfam for 20 years and
was Director of Oxfam’s West Africa
Region. He served for five years on the
Management Board of The Sphere Project.
Nick was also a founder member of the
innovative transatlantic Interagency
Working Group NGO collaborative. He
currently serves as a Trustee of the Diana,
Princess of Wales Memorial Fund; is an
invited member of the Cass Business
School (London) Advisory Board on
Charity Effectiveness; and is a Council
member of the Development Studies
Association.

‘Magoro women savings and credit scheme’ – Uganda
Benza got involved with her campaign because of the poverty her family faced. It
focuses on the economic empowerment of women through a savings and credit
scheme. Each week women meet to save money together. From the savings they
give money to other women in the scheme to undertake small-scale business. The
loan can be repaid over three months at a low interest rate.

finalist
Velaphi Mamba
‘Education for All (EFA) Campaign’ – Swaziland
Velaphi works with the Council of Swaziland Churches and as part of the Education for
All Campaign. He campaigns for the provision of quality education at all levels for all
Swazis. Using the Millennium Development Goals and other legal frameworks,
Velaphi campaigns to create awareness amongst the public of their education rights
and of the Government’s legal obligations to implement them.

finalist
Caroline Mirembe
Anti-environmental degradation campaign – Uganda
Caroline is campaigning on anti-environmental degradation in Kampala. She plans
to raise awareness of the need for proper environmental planning and management.
Caroline has run two radio programmes with the Uganda Broadcasting Service to
raise awareness of environmental matters and has brought together six schools to
discuss environmental sustainability in Kampala.

finalist
Bikash Mohapatra
‘Make Helmets Mandatory’ – India
Bikash promotes road safety in India. Although legislation has been passed requiring
motorcyclists to wear a helmet, implementation is left to individual states with few
showing an interest to do so. Given the high number of fatal road accidents in India,
Bikash’s ‘Make Helmets Mandatory’ campaign aims to raise awareness of the issue
and ensure effective implementation of the law.
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winner
Nixon Odoyo
Keeping Girls in School – Kenya
Nixon is campaigning for the free distribution of sanitary towels to girls to enable them
to stay in school full time. Many girls in Kenya regularly miss school during their periods
because they do not have sanitary towels. This has a knock on effect on their academic
performance and their self-esteem. Nixon plans to work with community leaders,
parents and teachers to highlight the importance of supporting girls to stay in school.

finalist
Gulalai Ismail

A young campaigner speaks at an event to raise awareness about child rights in Paraguay. © Luis Vera/Plan

International Young
Campaigner

For young people in the developing world who are campaigning on
issues that will improve the lives of girls in their home countries
Sponsored by

Judges

Plan UK is one of the largest
child-centred community
development organisations in
the world, helping children and
their families in 49 of the poorest
countries to break the cycle of
poverty. An important part of
Plan UK’s work is to change
policies that have a negative
impact on children’s lives, so that
millions of children can realise
their full potential.

Sandra Brobbey is a Media and
Communications Officer for Plan UK.
She has been working for Plan’s press
department for five years. In that time she
has helped to secure press coverage of
the charity’s work in Asia, Africa and
Central America.
Lyndall Stein is Chair of SMK and a leading
authority on campaigning, income
generation and communications. She is
currently interim Executive Director of the
Resource Alliance. From 2004-2008
Lyndall was the Executive Director of
Concern UK. Prior to that she was
International Marketing Director at
ActionAid. Lyndall developed the first
individual fundraising program for the
African National Congress in the 80s
and chaired Votes for Freedom. She is
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founder Editor of Positive Lives, a ten
year photographic project about the
global human response to HIV/AIDS.
Connie Wessels has worked in the
youth sector for four years, encouraging
young people to take positive action for
change. Connie recently moved from a
Policy and Advocacy role at Girlguiding
UK to the Youth Team at UNICEF UK,
where she supports young people’s
advocacy and campaigning on issues
such as HIV/AIDS, sex and relationships
education, and child trafficking. She is
passionate about action for gender equity,
action against gender violence, sex and
relationships education, poverty eradication,
and environmental sustainability.

‘Aware Girls’ – Pakistan
Gulalai is campaigning to promote peace, nonviolence and tolerance among young
women in the north-west frontier province of Pakistan. She wants to combat the forced
indoctrination into the Taliban that young women in this area face. She has already
trained a number of ‘Ambassadors of Peace’ and hopes to spread this message further
through peer-to-peer education.

finalist
Regina Nyafwono
‘Magoro women poultry project’ – Uganda
Regina is trying to reduce the school drop-out rate among young girls in her village. Men
and boys offer girls small gifts in exchange for sex, which sometimes results in pregnancy
and HIV/AIDS infection – and dropping out of school. Regina has established a poultry
project. The income from it will enable girls to buy the kind of items that are offered to
them as gifts, to enable them to say no to men and boys who offer such items for sex.

finalist
Mitchelle Odiaka
‘African Girl-child Education, Nurturing and Development Action’ (AGENDA) – Nigeria
Mitchelle campaigns on several issues that many girls are affected by in Nigeria; genital
mutilation, early marriages, sex exploitation and HIV/AIDS. She wants girls to be better
informed about these issues and therefore enabled to achieve their full potential.
Mitchelle has already successfully organised several school programmes in her area to
train and sensitise young girls on issues concerning them.

finalist
Pauline Ponyene
‘I am a child but I have my rights too’ – Liberia
Pauline campaigns on the promotion and protection of child rights in Liberia. Her
work focuses on both children and parents – their rights, duties and responsibilities.
Through her media campaign and radio shows, Pauline encourages discussion
about issues such as girls’ education, female genital mutilation and early marriages.
Pauline has already trained 28 children to host live radio shows on child rights.
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winner
Renuka Bhakta

‘Save Amardeep’ Kindred Minds Project – Southwark Mind
In June 2007 South London and Maudsley NHS Trust closed the SouthAsian only drop-in session run by the Amardeep Community Mental
Health Team – which had been the only culturally sensitive mental
health day provision for the local South Asian communities. Renuka is
working with others on the ‘Save Amardeep’ campaign, which was set
up by a number of mental health service users to re-instate the one
day a week drop-in which had been running for over 12 years.

finalist
Samuel Akpabio

In March 2009 35,000 people marched through London, calling on leaders for an economy that delivers decent jobs and public services for all, an end
to global poverty and inequality, and a green economy. © Jess Hurd/Put People First

London Social Justice

‘Cifer – Creating Innovation from Experience’ – Service Users Network
Sam is campaigning for the voice of those who are or have been
homeless to be heard at all levels. The campaign seeks to bring
together service users to design a Homelessness Agenda formulated
by the homeless themselves, to feed into wider policy debate and
target key stakeholders at local, regional and national levels. The
campaign is underpinned by a strong belief in the customer voice –
especially of those who are labelled ‘homeless’ – being central in the
shaping of policy and services.

For London-based campaigners tackling poverty and its root causes

Sponsored by

Judges

The City Parochial Foundation is
an independent charitable
foundation whose work enables
and empowers the poor of
London to tackle poverty and its
root causes, and ensures that
funds reach those most in need.

Maggie Baxter is a freelance consultant
advising two charitable foundations. She
has recently developed a series of
animated films alerting women around
the world to being tricked into being
trafficked. Last year she founded Rosa, the
first UK fund for women and girls. Previously
she was Executive Director of WOMANKIND
Worldwide and Deputy Chief Executive
and Grants Director at Comic Relief. She is
Chair of Rosa, and is a Trustee of City
Parochial Foundation, Trust for London,
Hilden Charitable Fund, Women for
Refugee Women, Dance United and Green
Belt Movement International.
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Bharat Mehta OBE is Chief Executive of
the City Parochial Foundation, a funding
body established in 1891 to benefit the
poor of London. He is also a Trustee of
the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. Prior
to this, he was Chief Executive of the
National Schizophrenia Fellowship
(renamed Rethink). He has also worked
for the Medical Research Council (MRC),
the National Council for Voluntary
Organisations (NCVO) and was a
non-executive director of the North
Middlesex University Hospital NHS Trust.

finalist
Jerome Phelps

‘Detained Lives’ – London Detainee Support Group
The Detained Lives campaign aims to end indefinite immigration
detention, through initiating a wider public debate and enabling
detainees’ voices to be heard. It highlights the human cost of
incarcerating for long and indefinite periods asylum seekers and other
immigrants who cannot be deported. Having seen detainees being
detained for longer and longer periods and who are increasingly
despairing of ever being released, Jerome has become involved in
campaigning to tackle this injustice.
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winner
Aisling Finn, Emilie Katogo, Hannah Reilly, Rachel Dada, Aisling
O’Rourke and Emily Numutaako
‘Pay Fair, Live Fair’: ‘Say NO to slavery, it’s soo last season’
La Sainte Union, Camden
These young people are campaigning around Fair Trade clothing and want
more high street shops to stock clothes that are ethically produced. They are
concerned about the number of children who work in clothing factories. They
want young people to realise that cheap clothes come at a high human cost.

finalist
Zoe Stoll, Alice Goddard, Mattie Thaddins-Johns, Kenzie Donaldson
and Shanti Gorton
Marylebone Church of England School, Westminster
This group encourage young people to buy their clothes from charity shops. This
raises more money for charities and also encourages sustainable shopping. Some
of the group already do voluntary work in charity shops, and they are hoping to
put on a fashion show comprised completely from charity shop clothes.

finalist
Young campaigners join the ‘Stop Climate Chaos Coalition’ to protest outside Kingsnorth power station. © Indymedia London

Syeda Hussain, Sanjida Rahman and Nilima Rahman
Central Foundation Girls School, Tower Hamlets
Syeda, Sanjida and Nilima are trying to increase the youth facilities in their
borough and get more young people involved in positive out of school
activities. They believe that this will lead to a decrease in gun and knife crime
and create more social cohesion among young people.

Shout Out!

Supporting the campaigns of school students
finalist

Sponsored by

Judges

The City Bridge Trust aims to
address disadvantage by
supporting charitable activity
across Greater London through
quality grant-making and related
activities with clearly defined
priorities. The Trust’s vision is to
work for change to benefit the
people of London.

Sara Llewellin is the Deputy Chief Grants
Officer of The City Bridge Trust, where she
has worked since 1995. Prior to that she
was Chief Executive of a homelessness
charity and has also worked in the field of
domestic violence. Sara is a member of the
London Regional Consortium for
ChangeUp and on the Credit Committee
of Charity Bank. Sara is also Treasurer of a
childcare social enterprise in Lewisham, a
Director of the European Reminiscence
Network and one of the initiators of
‘Unboxed’, developing approaches to
human rights and leadership work with
young people.
Lucy Musgrave is a Trustee of SMK and
Co-Director of the General Public Agency.
Lucy is a leading practitioner on
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sustainable communities, social architecture
and urban design. She was formerly
Director of the Architecture Foundation, of
which Sheila was then a Trustee. She has
been involved in a number of advisory and
board roles, including the UK Government’s
Urban Sounding Board, the Greater
London Authority’s Public Realm Advisory
Group and the Mies van der Rohe
European Prize for Public Space.

Francis Kallon

Miranda Watson is a Campaigns Manager
at Which?. She has worked on a number
of high profile campaigns, such as
nutrition labelling, the Kids Food
Campaign and the award winning
Endowment Action Campaign, which
helped thousands of people to claim
compensation for mis-sold endowments.

Andy Short

Salesian College, Wandsworth
Francis is campaigning about the hidden effects of gang crime and warfare.
He wants to get more young people involved in positive activities outside of
school. Francis is particularly interested in basketball and is encouraging his
peers to get involved in this sport rather than joining gangs.

finalist
Lambeth Youth Parliament / Lambeth Youth Council
Andy is campaigning to get cheaper travel for everyone aged 11-18 in Lambeth.
At the moment only those aged 16-18 in full time education can get cheaper
fares and Andy thinks it should be equal for all those aged 11-18. Andy is the
Member of Youth Parliament for Lambeth and part of a bigger group
campaigning on this issue.
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winner
David Watkins

‘A Day In Hand’
‘A Day In Hand’ aims to inspire and support same-sex couples who
want to hold hands in public. It provides a way of changing cultural
perceptions of same-sex love by showing the everyday realities of
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT) lives. David wants to see
more LGBT people living their lives publicly without shame and to
the full, and believes hand-holding is a simple liberating gesture that
challenges homophobia, destroys stereotypes and transforms lives.

finalist
Roma Hooper
Homelessness charity Thames Reach are campaigning for more support for ‘young olds’ – middle-aged homeless people suffering from the
life-threatening health problems more common among people twenty years older. © Thames Reach

Social Inclusion

‘Make Justice Work’
‘Make Justice Work’ is a public media campaign highlighting the
costliness of locking up low-level offenders. Roma wants to shine a
spotlight on the current penal system and for there to be greater public
debate about what works and what doesn’t. Ultimately, the campaign
aims to bring about a sea change in public and political attitudes, so
that there is support for less use of custody and greater investment in
community rehabilitation.

Fighting disadvantage and inequality

Sponsored by

Judges

Shelter believes everyone should
have a home. Shelter helps more
than 170,000 people a year fight
for their rights, get back on their
feet, and find and keep a home.
Shelter also campaigns for
decent housing for all.

Rachel Newton is Shelter’s English
Regions Campaign Manager, where she
leads campaigns to tackle the housing
crisis across the nine English regions.
Rachel has worked for Shelter for 11 years,
initially providing frontline housing advice
services to help people fight for their rights
and get back on their feet. She then moved
into campaigning to tackle the root causes
of bad housing and homelessness and
achieve lasting change.
Dinah Cox OBE became the founding
Executive Director of the first UK-wide
women’s fund, Rosa, in August 2008. She
has over ten years experience in influencing
and developing social policy. Most recently
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she was Chief Executive of ROTA, a
London race equality think tank and prior
to this she was Director of Strategy at the
London Voluntary Service Council. She is a
Commissioner on the London Child
Poverty Commission and on NCVO’s
Funding Commission. She is Deputy Chair
of the Safer London Foundation and Chair
of the Foundation’s grants committee.
John Rudkin is a Chartered Accountant
and was appointed as Treasurer on the
SMK Board of Trustees in October 2008.
John knew Sheila from his work with
Which?, where he currently works as an
Internal Auditor. He is also Director of
Tradewind Heights RTM Limited.

finalist
Mared Elenid Williams

‘Towards Common Ground’
Age Concern Cymru and Help the Aged in Wales
‘Towards Common Ground’ campaigns for ‘lifetime neighbourhoods’.
While many older people remain active into older age, for others failing
health, poverty and bereavement can leave them isolated and cut off
within neighbourhoods. The campaign wants older people’s needs
to be mainstreamed into policy, rather than treated separately. The
campaign is calling for ‘age equality’ where urban spaces and facilities
are designed so that they are suitable for all, not just a few.
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Transport

winner
Laura Ferguson

Meeting the transport challenges of our age
Judges
Stephen Joseph OBE has been
Executive Director of the Campaign for
Better Transport since 1988. He has
previously worked for a range of
organisations, including the British Youth
Council, the Civic Trust and the Town
and Country Planning Association. He
was awarded an OBE in 1996 for services
to transport and the environment. In
July 2004 he was given a Lifetime
Achievement Award as part of the
National Transport Awards.

HACAN Clearskies, campaigning against increased air traffic, show the exact number of planes
which fly over Vauxhall, 17-20 miles from Heathrow, in one hour. © Phil Weedon/HACAN

‘A well used, safe, Princess Mary Gate to schools cycle route’
Get Wendover Cycling
Laura is campaigning for a safer cycle route to school, for parents and
children in the new housing development in Wendover. She wants
the route to be established so that it complies with national good
practice guidelines and is sufficiently promoted so that it is used by
a high proportion of residents in the development. The campaign
also advocates for safe rural cycling routes and local leisure routes for
people in the area.

finalist

Vaughan Lindsay is a Trustee of SMK
and Chief Executive of the Dartington
Hall Trust. The Trust is committed to
helping people realise inspired ideas
through several strands of activity,
from arts and education, ecology,
social research and commercial
enterprise. Vaughan was formerly
Director of Resources at Shelter –
where he worked with Sheila. Prior to
this he was Deputy Director of NCVO
and then responsible for strategy,
marketing and sales at the internationally
renowned strategic management
consultancy McKinsey.

Sandra Hooper

‘End discrimination in transport East Renfrewshire’ (EDITER)
Sandra wants to put a stop to the discrimination that people with
learning disabilities face when using public transport. The campaign
also aims to raise awareness about the refusal and other difficulties
some young disabled people face when using their concessionary
travelcard. Sandra and her group have been successful in securing
the support of local councillors and they have engaged in talks with
Strathclyde Passenger Transport.

Simon Norton is a mathematician at
Cambridge University with a keen
interest in sustainable transport. He is
Coordinator of the Cambridgeshire and
West Suffolk branch of the Campaign for
Better Transport, the national
environmental transport campaign.

finalist
Jo Slee

‘Save Bathampton Meadows’
Jo is campaigning to stop Bath and North East Somerset Council
from turning the historical and ecological site of Bathampton water
meadows into a 1,400 space ‘park and ride’ facility. Jo believes this
initiative will not meet its stated objective to reduce traffic congestion
and CO2 emissions. The campaign has gained lots of support locally,
but they hope to raise the profile of the campaign nationally and
internationally, in order to involve and influence the Secretary of State
in the decision.

Sponsored by

SimonNorton
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Women Creating Change

Supporting women in the UK who are working to achieve equality
and justice for women
Sponsored by

Judges

Rosa is the first UK-wide fund for
projects working with women
and girls. Their vision is to achieve
equality for women and girls
across the UK.

Helen Donohoe is currently Head of
Campaigning Effectiveness at NCVO
where she was previously the Head of
Campaigns and Communications. She
has spent many years working across
the voluntary and community sector in
a variety of roles focussed on policy and
campaigns. At Mencap she led local
advocacy initiatives and at the National
Asthma Campaign (now Asthma UK)

she was Head of Policy, leading work on
the campaign for a ban on smoking in
public places. She has worked at an EU
level on alcohol policy and at the Women’s
Sports Foundation.
Vivienne Hayes is the Chief Executive of
the Women’s Resource Centre. WRC is the
national umbrella body for the women’s
voluntary and community sector, providing
capacity building services to member
organisations working to improve the
lives of women, and consulting on and
responding to government policy affecting
the sector. Vivienne has spent the last 20
years working in the women’s sector, both
delivering and managing services.
Vivienne is a Trustee of Rosa, and has
recently been appointed a commissioner
of the Women’s National Commission. She
is also Chair of HEAR, London’s only
equalities and human rights network.
Lindsay Mackie is a Trustee of SMK and a
journalist and education consultant,
specialising in immigration, race and social
exclusion. She has co-authored a book on
the obstacles to women’s achievement,
but also the ways in which women were
forcing the pace to greater equality of pay
and conditions. Previously she was
Director of the Diana, Princess of Wales
Memorial Award for Young People.
Lindsay currently works with local
campaign groups fighting the
standardisation of their high streets and
the loss of public outlets like banks,
independent shops, post offices and pubs.

‘Rosie the Riveter’ is a cultural icon, representing
the American women who worked in war
factories during World War II. The character is
now considered a feminist icon and a herald of
women’s economic power to come.
© J. Howard Miller
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winner
Emma and Abi Moore

‘The campaign for real role models’ – PinkStinks
The campaign challenges the ‘culture of pink’ which invades every area of girls’ lives, aiming to
bring about change and trying to take new approaches. Emma and Abi believe that girls are being
set narrow and damaging boundaries within which they will grow up, providing an unrealistic and
mediocre notion of what it is to be a girl. The campaign focuses on providing positive female role
models based on achievement, skills and successes.

finalist

finalist

Sabrina Qureshi

Debora Singer

‘Million Women Rise: Together we can end male
violence against women’ – Million Women Rise
MWR is an awareness raising campaign and an
expression of women’s resistance, struggle and
commitment in ending global male violence
against women. Sabrina is a dedicated campaigner
and is a founder and National Coordinator of
MWR. The campaign holds an annual national
demonstration in the UK with local and
international speakers, which coincides with
International Women’s Day in March.

‘Charter of rights of women seeking asylum’
Asylum Aid
Debora’s campaign aims to get the UK Border
Agency to understand the needs of women and
adopt a genuinely gender sensitive approach.
Endorsed to date by 150 organisations, the ‘Charter
of rights of women seeking asylum’ provides a
framework of fundamental rights, articulating the
need for gender equality in the asylum process. It
connects the campaigning work on gender and
asylum being undertaken by refugee, women’s
and human rights NGOs and provides the basis for
engagement with Government.
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Young Activist

winner
Barbara Soetan

Supporting young people to improve their communities
Judges
Steve Hillman began working for the
Foyer Federation in October 2000. Since
then, he has coordinated the delivery of
the Federation’s UK Online programmes,
managed a national basic skills
programme, and led on the development
of a national learning programme for
Foyer residents and staff with the
National Learning and Skills Council.
As Head of Policy and Knowledge
Management, Steve now leads on the
Federation’s influencing work across a
range of social policy agendas, from
housing and learning and skills, to

community regeneration and wider
third sector issues.
Lindsay Mackie is a Trustee of SMK and
a journalist and education consultant,
specialising in immigration, race and
social exclusion. She has co-authored
a book on the obstacles to women’s
achievement, but also the ways in
which women were forcing the pace to
greater equality of pay and conditions.
Previously she was Director of the Diana,
Princess of Wales Memorial Award for
Young People. Lindsay currently works

Manchester is my Planet campaigners parade an inflatable Planet Earth, celebrating the fact that
10,000 people from across Greater Manchester have taken a pledge to reduce their greenhouse
gas emissions. © Karen Wright

with local campaign groups fighting
the standardisation of their high streets
and the loss of public outlets like banks,
independent shops, post offices and pubs.
Stephen Matthews is Head of Policy,
Media and Research for YMCA England,
supporting local YMCAs in their work
with young people in England. At YMCA
England, Stephen has helped organise
the Changing Your World campaign, a
training course that gives groups of
young people skills to create their own
campaigns. As a volunteer youth worker,
he won a Millennium Award with
CAFOD to travel to South Africa and
work with their projects.

Sponsored by
The Foyer Federation transforms young
people’s experiences of disadvantage
into solutions that support their
transition into adult independence. They
work with over 130 integrated learning
and accommodation centres across the
UK, known as Foyers, which support
10,000 16-25 year olds each year.
The YMCA England is a leading
Christian charity committed to
supporting young people, particularly in
times of need. The charity reaches out to
over one million young people each
year, working with them at every stage
of their lives and offering support when
and where they need it most.

The
Federation
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‘Visible Women’ – Elevation Networks Trust
Barbara became aware of the inequalities which women face
through studying the glass ceiling theory. Her campaign aims to
inspire and engage female students in higher education to become
more competitive in the workplace by effectively channelling their
aspirations and career interests into tangible outcomes. The campaign
is entirely youth led and wants students to become the future driving
force in challenging the under-representation of women in certain
industries and senior management positions.

finalist
Muna Hassan

‘Khat Awareness’
Muna is trying to raise awareness about the drug ‘khat’. This is a
stimulant made from fresh leaves of the Catha Edulis shrub, which
is used recreationally by many people from migrant communities.
Muna started her campaign due to the personal effects that khat had
on her own family. The drug is currently legal and can be bought over
shop counters by people as young as 12. Muna is calling for a public
health campaign to raise awareness about this drug and push for a
legislative change.

finalist
Sam Thomas

‘Men Get Eating Disorders Too’
Allsorts Youth Project / Experience in Mind
As a result of his own personal experience, Sam realised there was
little support available for men suffering from eating disorders. His
campaign aims to raise awareness around this issue. Sam recently
launched a website which enables men to get support and a forum for
sufferers to communicate with each other. Sam has already received
media coverage for his campaign and is hoping that his website will
become the main resource for men suffering from eating disorders.
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2009 SMK Award sponsors
Thank you
SMK relies on the funding, expertise, passion, insight and goodwill of so many
individuals and organisations, that we cannot possibly name them all here.

David & Lynda Hughes
Our funders, judges, coaches, mentors, trainers, speakers and many others work
with us closely to provide a challenging and inspiring programme of support to
award winners and finalists.
We would like to thank all of you.
The
Federation

SimonNorton
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Patrons
A legacy
Dame Sheila McKechnie was a fearless and passionate campaigner who empowered
individuals to recognise and assert their rights through her work as Chief Executive at
Which? and previously as Director of Shelter.
She inspired the creation of SMK, set-up by a founding group of Trustees who all
knew and worked with her at the Architecture Foundation, Foyer Federation, Shelter
and Which?. They believed that the insight and passion Sheila demonstrated in her
own lifetime should be passed on to a new generation of campaigners fighting for
social justice.
SMK’s five founding Patrons continue to play an important role.
SMK gained charitable status in February 2005 and is dedicated to connecting,
informing and supporting campaigners.
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Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP, Prime Minister
Alan Grant
Rt Hon The Lord Howe of Aberavon, Kt CH QC
The Baroness Morgan of Drefelin
Jon Snow

Trustees
Margaret Donnelly
Carolyn Hayman OBE
Vaughan Lindsay
Lindsay Mackie
Lucy Musgrave
Andrew Reading
Emily Robinson
Adam Sampson (until February 2009)
Lyndall Stein (Chair)
Alastair Wilson
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SMK
The Sheila McKechnie Foundation is the only registered charity in the UK dedicated
to connecting, informing and supporting campaigners.
SMK believes that campaigners play a vital role in achieving true democracy. SMK:
runs an annual awards programme to support new and emerging campaigners;
runs a series of events about effective campaigning;
manages www.campaigncentral.org.uk, the online community for campaigners;
promotes the rights of campaigners.

Join Campaign Central, SMK’s new website for connecting, informing and
supporting campaigners www.campaigncentral.org.uk

Sheila McKechnie Foundation
The Resource Centre
356 Holloway Road
London N7 6PA
020 7700 8231
www.smk.org.uk
info@smk.org.uk
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