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As Patron for the Sheila McKechnie Foundation 
over the past eight years, it has been a privilege 
to celebrate those who are doing so much to 
create positive, lasting change. 

Sheila was a friend and someone who inspired 
me and countless others. She was a pioneering 
campaigner who combined wit, evidence, 
precision and a strong sense of justice to achieve 
enormous impact.

The Sheila McKechnie Foundation paves the way 
for others to follow in her path; it is truly unique in 
its dedication to supporting those who need it the 
most to speak out on the issues that really matter. 

The SMK Campaigner Awards programme 
provides a fantastic opportunity to help some of 
those people achieve great things. In this report 
you can read about tireless individuals who are 
tackling injustices head on. With the support 
they are to receive from the Sheila McKechnie 
Foundation, I look forward to seeing them go 
from strength to strength.

This year I am delighted that acknowledgment 
and recognition is also being given to some of 
those who have already created change. The Sheila 
McKechnie Recognition Awards are a fitting tribute 
to Sheila and a much-needed celebration of people 
across the UK who have dedicated themselves to 
making the world a more just place for everyone.

Foreword 

Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP
Patron of SMK
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Introduction
The SMK Campaigner Awards provide us with 
a unique opportunity to support some of the 
inspiring, innovative and often courageous 
people who are speaking out to effect change. 

As you will see, this year’s winners and finalists span 
the UK – from Northern Ireland to Scotland and 
Wales. They are working tirelessly on the ground, 
creating change from the bottom up, and with our 
support they can achieve even more.

Perhaps more so than ever we have witnessed 
campaigners come to the fore. From local 
campaigns to global movements, people have 
been successful in generating discussion, fostering 
debate and creating transformations. So our awards 
are well placed at a time when grassroots action is 
so prominent in our society today. 

We are also paying tribute to those who have 
already made a difference. Our special Sheila 
McKechnie Recognition Awards celebrate people 
who have successfully challenged injustice  
and inequality, be it over the last year or over 
many years. 

Sheila McKechnie was a groundbreaking 
campaigner; a woman who led determined fights 
for change wherever she saw injustice. Our awards 
are there to help others do the same. 

A special thank you goes to all our funders, without 
whom we would not be able to continue the vital 
work we do. 

Linda Butcher
Chief Executive
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Kelly Clark is the Director of the 
Tellus Mater Foundation, responsible 
for the strategy and day to day 
running of the organisation, and 
the Managing Director of Marmanie 
Consulting, an impact investing and 
advisory firm that she founded in 
2006. Prior to setting up Marmanie, 
Kelly spent 10 years as a banker in 
the US, London and Hong Kong. 
She also serves as an Advisor to the 
Friends Provident Foundation and is a 
Board Member for the Ashden Trust.

Harriet Williams has worked in the 
environmental movement for ten 
years, helping develop and manage 
grant programmes for Goldsmith 
Family Philanthropy for much of 
that time. Harriet sits on the steering 
group of the UK Environmental 
Funders Network and helps deliver 
EFN projects and events, including 

the groundbreaking Where the 
Green Grants Went research series. 
Harriet has a strong interest in 
movement building, leadership and 
grassroots organising.

Bernadette Fry is Head of Service 
Excellence for Orbit East and South 
at Orbit Group. With a professional 
career in the social housing sector 
spanning over 20 years, Bernadette 
has, for example, worked as the 
National Lead for Registered Providers 
for the Audit Commission and as an 
Inspection Manager for the Housing 
Corporation. Bernadette has been 
involved in campaigning since she 
was a student in the 1980s, when she 
joined the Anti Apartheid Movement. 
Bernie is a Trustee of SMK.

Award Judges

The Tellus Mater Foundation 
is a grant-making trust whose 
mission is to catalyze a shift to 
sustainable capitalism: to change 
the operating rules for capitalism 
so that finance can better fulfil 
its role in directing the flows of 
Financial Capital to production 
systems that preserve and 
enhance Natural Capital.

Sponsored by

A coalition of campaigners led a long-standing campaign against a third runway at Heathrow Airport. © Harmit Kambo

For campaigners working to provide sustainable solutions to the 
environmental problems we face locally, nationally and globally

Environment
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Winner

Finalists

Mardi McBrien London, England

Climate Disclosure Standards Board (CDSB)
Mardi is the Managing Director of the Climate Disclosure Standards Board 
(CDSB). They have developed the Climate Change Reporting Framework, 
which enables companies to include non-financial information in their 
mainstream financial reporting, so that they may assess and act on the 
risks related to climate change. Mardi’s primary role is to campaign for the 
integration of the CDSB Framework by companies and regulatory bodies, 
including the EU and the UK Government.

Cara Naden Somerset, England

Stop Plastic Bags Campaign, Transition Langport
Cara coordinates Transition Langport, and is campaigning to stop the 
use of plastic bags and fast food polystyrene packaging. Transition 
Langport argues that it is a waste of oil, energy and money; impacts on 
the health and wellbeing of wildlife and humans; as well as affects our 
countryside more generally. The group would like Langport to be the 
first town in Somerset to achieve this goal and want to share with others 
how to make Somerset the first plastic bag free county in the UK. 

Vera Zakharov East Sussex, England

Love Food Hate Waste, Brighton and Hove  
Food Partnership
Vera believes that food waste is a big issue in Brighton and Hove, 
both environmentally and financially. The aim of the campaign is to 
reduce the city’s food waste and to ensure that people are composting, 
especially in the absence of citywide food waste collection. The 
campaign promotes food waste reduction through practical advice and 
recipes, by promoting home and community composting, as well as 
through community workshops, stalls at public events, and local and 
community media. 
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Global Action
For people in the UK working closely with local partners towards global 
justice, challenging the root causes of world poverty, international 
conflict, environmental destruction or human rights abuses

Suzi Morris has been WSPA’s UK 
Director since 2009. Her first animal 
welfare role was as UK Fundraising 
Director for the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare, followed by several 
years as a fundraising consultant 
to a range of animal welfare and 
conservation organisations. Before 
moving into animal welfare she 
spent several years at Shelter, where 
she initially specialised in major 
commercial partnerships, before 
expanding into major gift fundraising 
as the Deputy Fundraising Director.

Jonathan Ellis is the Head of Policy, 
Research and Advocacy at the 
British Red Cross. He is also a visiting 
lecturer at City University in London 
on the Political Communication 
MA. Previously he was Director of 
Advocacy at the British Refugee 
Council, Chief Executive at the Empty 
Homes Agency and has led UK and 
international campaigns for Oxfam 

GB, as well as delivered campaigns 
training and support across the 
world. Jonathan is Chairman of the 
Bishop Simeon Trust and holds a 
number of trusteeships.

Blake Lee-Harwood has worked 
for a wide variety of organisations 
dedicated to social change over 
the past 20 years. He has a wealth 
of media, communications and 
campaigns experience gained at 
Friends of the Earth, Voluntary 
Services Overseas, RSPB and 
Greenpeace UK. Since 2007 Blake 
has worked as an advisor and 
mentor on campaign strategy and 
implementation with a variety 
of clients, including the Foreign 
& Commonwealth Office, the 
Department for International 
Development and international NGOs. 
Blake is on the SMK Board of Trustees.

Award Judges

The Allan & Nesta Ferguson 
Charitable Trust was set up in 
memory of two generations of the 
Ferguson family to promote their 
particular interests in education, 
international friendship and 
understanding, and the promotion 
of world peace and development.

Sponsored by

The World Society for the 
Protection of Animals exists to 
tackle animal cruelty across the 
globe. They work directly with 
animals and with the people and 
organisations that can ensure 
animals are treated with respect 
and compassion.

A number of campaigns sprung up in 2013 in response to the abuse of global garment workers’ rights. © Pagla Dashu
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Winner

Finalists

Paul Steinheuer Kent, England

Voices for Peace, Beyond Violence
Paul is one of the co-founders of Beyond Violence – a movement for 
people caught in conflict zones all over the world. Paul is the campaign 
leader for the organisation’s Zimbabwe campaign, Voices for People, 
which campaigns for free and fair elections in which every Zimbabwean 
feels secure enough to vote in peace. People can add their voice by 
signing a petition, engaging in online or on-the-ground dialogue, and 
reporting violence. The campaign collaborates closely with the Young 
Voices Network, a local Zimbabwean youth NGO.

Jas Uppal Staffordshire, England

Justice Upheld
Jas provides support to victims of miscarriages of justice, who have no 
access to proper legal representation. The current cases she is involved 
in concern Indian nationals detained in Pakistan, often for decades, 
following miscarriages of justice or unfair trials. She arranges legal 
representation for these individuals, and highlights the cases to human 
rights organisations, government bodies, and lawyers in the concerned 
countries. She wants legal injustices to be redressed and for trials to be 
fair for people all over the world.

Taissir Khidir Mahmoud London, England

Nuba Mountain Relief
Taissir is from Sudan’s Nuba Mountains area, which has been closed 
since armed conflict erupted between the Sudanese Government and 
opposition groups in 2011. Since then, hundreds of thousands of people 
have been displaced. Many became refugees in the Yida refugee camp, 
which now consists of more than 65,000 people, 54% of whom are 
under 16. Taissir wants to provide assistance and support to refugee 
women and children in the camp by working towards the protection 
of unaccompanied minors; the provision of educational materials for 
children; and by campaigning for basic human rights and freedom for  
all people in the camp.
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London Social Justice
For campaigners tackling poverty and inequality in London

Mubin Haq has been Director of 
Policy & Grants at Trust for London 
since 2002, and takes the lead on 
Trust for London’s grants programme 
and a number of its initiatives, 
particularly those related to research 
and policy. His previous employment 
included working for South East 
London Community Foundation. 
Mubin is currently a member of 
the London Strategic Migration 
Partnership and the Homelessness 
Transition Fund. He was previously 
Chair of London Funders.

Graham Fisher has been the Chief 
Executive of Toynbee Hall since 
2008. His career combines the 
voluntary sector, local and national 
Government in the advice and legal 
services sector and the cultural 
sector. Prior to joining Toynbee Hall, 
Graham was the Chief Executive 

of MLA London, and before that 
the Director of London Libraries 
Development Agency. Graham’s 
earlier career was in the advice and 
legal services sector, and he has 
held numerous trusteeships in the 
voluntary sector. 

Kierra Box has been campaigning 
since co-founding Hands Up for 
Peace, a youth campaign against the 
Iraq War, in 2003. She is currently 
Campaigns Officer at Citizens Advice, 
following two years at Community 
Matters: first leading the national 
youth programme, and later as Head 
of Communications and Member 
Services. Kierra continues to support 
local campaigning as an organiser 
for The SockMob, a Trustee of 
Streetlytes, and as a Save the Children 
speaker. She was one of the earliest 
SMK Award winners in 2006, and is 
now on the SMK Board of Trustees. 

Award Judges

Trust for London is a charitable 
organisation that exists to 
reduce poverty and inequality in 
London. They do this by funding 
the voluntary and community 
sector and others, as well as by 
using their own expertise and 
knowledge to support work that 
tackles poverty and its root causes. 

Sponsored by

As part of the 2012 Jubilee celebrations, London Citizens campaigned to create stronger communities and provide safe places for teenagers who felt threatened. 
© NCVO



SMK Campaigner Awards 2013 9

Winner

Finalists

Gloria Morrison
Joint Enterprise Not Guilty by Association 
(JENGbA)
Misuse of the Joint Enterprise Law means that innocent people can 
be convicted alongside the perpetrator in crimes as serious as murder. 
Gloria, one of the campaign coordinators at JENGbA, got involved with 
the Joint Enterprise campaign when her son’s best friend was convicted 
under the law. JENGbA aims to reform the law, and wants to raise 
awareness about the way in which it is currently being applied in the 
courts. They also campaign on behalf of, and with, those who have been 
wrongfully convicted under the law.

Marissa Begonia
Justice for Domestic Workers (J4DW)
Marissa’s own experiences as a migrant domestic worker led her to 
wanting to work for the rights of domestic workers in the UK. She chairs 
the peer support group Justice for Domestic Workers (J4DW), and leads 
on the group’s campaigning with her fellow domestic workers. The 
group is currently trying to change the Government’s decision to tie the 
visas of migrant domestic workers to one employer. This makes them 
more vulnerable to abuse, as they will not be able to flee ill treatment for 
fear of being liable to deportation from the UK.

Reema Patel
Save Friern Barnet Library
Reema is part of the group that was founded to keep Friern Barnet 
Library open after it was originally closed in April 2012 by Barnet 
Council. The group successfully campaigned for a two-year lease for the 
library, after Reema put together a legal team and helped form a group – 
Friern Barnet Community Library – that could negotiate a lease with the 
council. The long-term future of the library remains uncertain, however, 
so Reema and the group continue their campaign.
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Shout Out!
For campaigners aged 14-18 in London

Jenny Field is the Deputy Chief 
Grants Officer of the City Bridge 
Trust. Prior to this she led the Trust’s 
monitoring and evaluation team. 
She has extensive experience of the 
third sector and, prior to joining the 
Trust, she was the fieldworker at 
the Walcot Foundation where she 
helped develop its grant-making 
policies. Before that she had worked 
in a variety of community projects. 
She is also a trustee of the Charities 
Evaluation Services.

Carole Coulon joined the Mayors’ 
Fund for London in April 2009 as 
New Business and Development 
Manager. She has over ten years 
of experience in setting up 
and managing education and 
employment programmes in the 
voluntary and public sectors. 
Previously Carole worked as 
a programme manager for a 
homeless charity, overseeing and 

coordinating the activities of over 
20 agencies working together 
to deliver a range of innovative 
projects to enable homeless people 
to move toward employability. She 
has also worked as a performance 
officer for a Local Authority.

Matthew Downie joined Action 
for Children in 2010 as Head of 
Parliamentary and Public Affairs. 
Prior to this Matthew worked as 
Campaigns Manager with The 
National Autistic Society where he 
managed a campaigns team who 
were awarded the Charity Times 
‘Campaigns Team of the Year 2009’ 
for the groundbreaking Autism 
Bill campaign. Matthew has also 
been closely involved in the Gary 
McKinnon Campaign which, to 
date, has successfully prevented his 
extradition following accusations 
of his hacking into US security 
systems. Matthew sits on the SMK 
Board of Trustees. 

Award JudgesSponsored by

The 99% Campaign is a youth-led initiative in London that aims to dispel negative stereotypes of young people. © IARS
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Winner

SMK Campaigner Awards 2013

Finalists
Akhil Kanukuntla, Daria Dykowska, Eriks Mickevics 
& Gillian Sultan
Greenway Project Film, Newham Sixth Form 
College: NewVIc
These campaigners have produced a video that shows the Greenway as 
a valuable resource for the community, and they are campaigning for 
more investment for this safe and healthy footpath and cycleway near 
the Olympic Park.

Alice Schweigert, Amanda Osei-Braimah & 
Camilla Yahayah
Young Citizens, Prendergast-Ladywell  
Fields College
These young women are campaigning to make Lewisham a safer 
borough. They want to encourage their peers to participate positively 
within the community by connecting the college to the wider 
community, and by breaking down barriers and stereotypes.

Darek Miguel, Emre Akin, Jake Orros, Kate Brown, 
Luke Orros, Nia Allen Cooper, Rupali Russiawon, 
Sabina Parvu, Selin Blanco Agpur & Zee Zee Jaber
Smile, Winchmore School
These campaigners want to make their peers more aware of others, to 
help develop more considerate citizens, and to create a more pleasant 
and safer environment within and around their school. The group’s 
campaign is underpinned by overcoming common stereotypes about 
young people.

Esha Marwaha
Keep Climate Change in the Curriculum, UK Youth 
Climate Coalition
Esha’s campaign is to make sure that climate change is kept in the 
National Curriculum, and the campaign has already achieved its first goal: 
the Department of Education has dropped their plan to entirely remove 
climate change from the curriculum. Esha thinks that this is not enough, 
however, as the revised geography curriculum is still weak compared to 
the current framework; and she also wants to influence the way in which 
the National Curriculum is set. 
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Social and Economic Justice
For people who are tackling social and economic disadvantage  
and inequality

also previously worked at Amnesty 
International UK and the Corporate 
Responsibility Coalition.

Andy Gregg is CEO of ROTA (Race 
on the Agenda), as well as the Chair 
of Migrants Resource Centre and the 
Metropolitan Migration Foundation. 
Previously Andy has been a freelance 
consultant specialising in governance 
and evaluation, and Chief Executive 
of Charities Evaluation Services and 
London Advice Services Alliance.

Alastair Wilson is the Chief Executive 
of the School of Social Entrepreneurs 
(SSE), which has schools in 13 UK 
locations, Canada and Australia. 
Alastair is also a Trustee of Social 
Enterprise UK and SMK.

Clare Payne is a Grants Officer at the 
Barrow Cadbury Trust, where she 
leads on its Resources and Resilience 
funding programme. Before joining 
the Trust, Clare was a Development 
Manager at UnLtd – the Foundation 
for Social Entrepreneurs. She is a 
board member of Move Your Money 
UK and a director of her local credit 
union.

Laura Trevelyan is Campaigns 
Manager at Shelter, where she works 
on campaigns related to housing 
benefit, legal aid and overcrowding. 
Before joining Shelter she was a 
Campaign Manager at Christian Aid, 
focusing predominantly on climate 
change campaigning. Laura has 

Award JudgesSponsored by

The Barrow Cadbury Trust 
is an independent, charitable 
foundation, committed to 
supporting vulnerable and 
marginalised people in society. 
They provide grants to grassroots 
voluntary and community 
groups working in deprived 
communities in the UK, and work 
with researchers, think tanks and 
government, seeking to overcome 
the structural barriers to a more 
just and equal society.

Families of the victims of the Hillsborough disaster have campaigned for over two decades to uncover 
the truth about their deaths.

Shelter is a charity that works to 
alleviate the distress caused by 
homelessness and bad housing. 
They do this by giving advice, 
information and advocacy to 
people in housing need, and by 
campaigning for lasting political 
change to end the housing crisis 
for good.
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Winner

Finalists

Julie Jamieson Antrim, Northern Ireland

Post 19 Lobby
Julie is campaigning for young people with severe learning disabilities 
in Northern Ireland to have the right to a basic adult education when 
they leave school at 19 years of age. Her campaign calls for the provision 
of life-long learning opportunities, rather than inappropriate day centre 
placements with no formal educational input. Ultimately she wants to 
ensure that everyone has the right to life-long learning, no matter how 
profound their disability.

Lubna Alvi Nottinghamshire, England

Stop Trial Wives Culture
Lubna’s campaign supports migrant women who are unable to leave 
abusive or violent situations because of being in the UK on spousal 
visas. Her campaign offers practical solutions, raises awareness and aims 
to change policy, with the goal of helping the women she works with 
overcome the challenges they face. In the longer term, Lubna wants to 
help them raise their own voice and campaign for their rights.

Debbie Hollingsworth Oxfordshire, England

Oxford City or Cardboard City
Debbie wants to address the private rented housing crisis in Oxford, 
and in particular its effect on low-paid workers, and ultimately prevent 
an increase in arrears and evictions. She is working with the local 
community to campaign for localised rent control, and she wants local 
authorities to start offering incentives for companies that are building 
homes to sell at more affordable prices.
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Take Action
For campaigners aged 60 and over who campaign on issues important 
to them

Alice Woudhuysen works in the 
Age UK campaigns team, where 
her role includes developing and 
implementing national campaigns, 
focusing on rural ageing and 
pensioner poverty. Before joining 
Age UK, Alice worked at Age 
UK London, where she was 
Communications and Campaigns 
Officer. Prior to that she worked in 
communications at Guy’s and St 
Thomas’ Charity, as a fundraising 
intern on Macmillan Cancer 
Support’s World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning and as a writer and editor.

John Stewart is the chair of the 
residents’ campaign group HACAN 
(Heathrow Association for the 
Control of Aircraft Noise), the prime 
mover in getting the coalition 
which stopped the third runway at 
Heathrow together. He also chairs 
AirportWatch, the national network 
of campaign groups opposed to 
airport expansion. In the 1990s, 
he was centrally involved in the 
‘anti-roads’ movement which was 
opposed to the Government’s £23 
billion road building plan. In 2008 the 
Independent on Sunday nominated 
him as the UK’s most effective 
environmentalist. He is the author of 
Why Noise Matters, published in 2011 
by Earthscan.

Nigel Saxby-Soffe has had a 
distinguished career in finance 
spanning both the corporate and 
NGO sector. He qualified as a 
Chartered Accountant with KPMG 
before joining J. Henry Schroder & 
Co., where he was an Investment 
Banking Director. In 1994 Nigel joined 
ActionAid as Director of Finance 
where he oversaw the development 
of the ActionAid International 
Federation of International 
Development Organisations, 
operating in 50 countries. Nigel was a 
Non-Executive Director of the Sussex 
Ambulance Service NHS Trust from 
1994 – 2004. Nigel is an SMK Trustee.

Award Judges

Age UK believes that age needs 
respect. It needs kindness. 
Sometimes it needs help. Because 
there is strength in numbers, Age 
Concern and Help the Aged have 
joined forces to become Age UK 
– so that they can be there for 
everyone in later life.

Sponsored by

People campaign for clean energy at a coal fired power station. © Takver
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Winner

Finalists

Margaret Spector London, England

Fairer Parking Permits
Margaret is campaigning for more targeted parking provision for visitors 
of elderly or disabled Fulham residents. She would like Fulham council 
to introduce a scheme to help those residents who need extra help to 
remain independent in their own homes, and to combat social isolation. 
Margaret started this campaign when she saw how isolation in the 
community could lead to depression and other health problems.

Lorraine Morgan Torfaen, Wales 

Getting it Right All of the Time: Delivering Dignity 
through Empowered Leadership
Since encountering elder abuse during her employment, Lorraine has 
been campaigning to improve care for the elderly and change attitudes 
towards older people, both within the medical profession and the media. 
Care for the elderly is an ever-growing issue and Lorraine has used her 
positions as founder of Welsh Nursing Academy and as Chair of My 
Home Life Cymru to challenge bad practice. 

Meg Amasi Stirling, Scotland

Sickle Cell Awareness, African Caribbean  
Women’s Association (ACWA)
Meg founded the African Caribbean Women’s Association (ACWA) in 1988 
to support women and children and reduce loneliness in the community. 
As part of the group, she is campaigning to raise awareness about sickle 
cell disease, improve the quality of care and support for those carrying 
the disease, and establish a national Sickle Cell Disease Advisory Board in 
Scotland. Sickle cell disease is a genetic blood disorder that mostly affects 
people of African origin. 



SMK Campaigner Awards 201316

Transport
For people across the UK working to meet the transport challenges  
of our age

Simon Norton is a mathematician 
at Cambridge University with a 
particular interest in sustainable 
transport. He is also Coordinator of 
Cambridgeshire Campaign for Better 
Transport. This is the local branch of 
the Campaign for Better Transport, 
the national environmental transport 
campaign.

Stephen Joseph is the Chief 
Executive of Campaign for Better 
Transport, where he has written or 
co-authored many publications and 
been involved in promoting policies 
to give priority to public transport, 
walking and cycling and to reduce 
road building and dependence on 
cars and lorries. He has previously 
worked for a range of environmental 
and voluntary organisations in 
the UK and abroad, including the 
British Youth Council, the Civic Trust 
and the Town & Country Planning 

Association. He was awarded an OBE 
in 1996 for services to transport and 
the environment, and an honorary 
doctorate by the University of 
Hertfordshire in 2010.

Louise Hanson joined the 
Association of British Insurers (ABI) 
in August 2012. Before that she 
worked for 12 years at the consumer 
group Which? as Head of Advocacy 
and led their work on a range of 
issues including energy markets, 
consumer rights, retail and personal 
finance. Previously Louise has 
worked in campaigns and public 
affairs at Oxfam and Townswomen’s 
Guilds and was heavily involved in 
campaigning on the labelling of GM 
food and the Drop the Debt coalition. 
She currently sits on the National 
Council of Voluntary Organisations 
Campaign Effectiveness Advisory 
Group, and is an SMK Trustee.

Award JudgesSponsored by

Disability campaigners have called on Transport for London to improve accessibility. © Ealing Gazette 

Simon
Norton
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Winner

Finalists

Brian Anderson Hampshire, England

Improving Transport Services for Blind and 
Partially Sighted People 
Brian is working with local transport providers, primarily bus companies, 
to improve provision for blind and partially sighted passengers, as well 
as others whose access to services is limited. Brian is campaigning to 
promote driver training and awareness, for audio announcements, and 
for working practices that will improve access and encourage more 
service use. 

Mark Kiehlmann Glasgow City, Scotland

Bishopbriggs Total 20 Limit, East Dunbartonshire’s 
Cycle Co-operative
Mark is working within his community to persuade the local council to 
introduce a blanket 20mph speed limit in residential areas. He wants to 
enable all residents to reclaim the space where they work, rest and play, 
and for everyone to enjoy safer streets – with a view to getting more 
people in the community to walk and cycle more.

Sally Hinchcliffe Dumfries and Galloway, Scotland

Pedal on Parliament
Sally is campaigning and mobilising to make Scotland a more cycle 
friendly nation. She is doing this by pressing politicians to sign up to 
an eight-point manifesto which includes proper funding for cycling, 
better design for infrastructure, safer speeds where people live and 
work, proper local cycling strategies, better law enforcement, reducing 
the risk from HGVs, better training for all road users, and better 
research to support policymaking.
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Sheila McKechnie 
Achievement Award

The Sheila McKechnie Achievement Award is a recognition and 
celebration of people who have dedicated themselves to tackling 
inequality and injustice – and have made a difference. The 
winner will join Sheila McKechnie and Achievement Award 2012 
winner Clive Stafford Smith in SMK’s Hall of Fame, which is a 
source of inspiration for anyone who wants to stand up and take 
action on issues that matter to them.

Chair – Lyndall Stein
Trustee, SMK

Anahita Ghanbari-Parsa
SMK Shout Out! Award Finalist 2012

Deborah Doane
Director, World Development 
Movement

Paddy Sloan
National Head, BBC Children in 
Need in Northern Ireland

Simin Azimi
Director, Refugee Women’s 
Association

Tara Flood
SMK Social Inclusion Award 
Winner 2008

Titus Alexander
Convener, Democracy Matters

Sheila McKechnie Achievement Award 2012 winner Clive Stafford Smith talking at our 
conference People Power in April 2013. © Harmit Kambo

Judges

The Recognition Awards are 
sponsored by Jilly Forster, Chair, 
Forster Communications.

Sponsored by
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Winner

Dr Ros Altmann
Stripped of Our Pensions, Pensions Action Group
Ros is a long-standing campaigner for the rights of pensioners. She has 
been instrumental in remedying past pension scandals, helping victims 
understand the technical details of their schemes, ensuring people’s 
pensions are better protected for the future and exposing shortcomings 
in pension provision that damage consumer interests.

Special Recognitions

Gerry German
Communities Empowerment Network
Gerry founded the Communities Empowerment Network in 1999. 
Over many years, he worked with thousands of families and pupils to 
challenge the exclusion and mistreatment of black pupils in school, and 
called for fundamental changes to the education system by highlighting 
inbuilt inequalities. Gerry passed away in May 2012.

David Hillman
Robin Hood Tax Campaign, Stamp Out Poverty
David has almost single-handedly built the Robin Hood Tax Campaign, 
which calls for a Financial Transaction Tax (FTT) to ensure the financial 
sector pays their fair share towards repairing the financial crisis, as well as 
contributes towards anti-poverty programmes, climate change initiatives 
and public services. 

The Robin Hood Tax Campaign has had a large impact on the European 
stage. To date, the European Union have given the green light for eleven 
European countries to introduce a broad-based FTT that is set to raise an 
extra 34 billion Euros in public revenue each year, which can be used to 
restore public services and create jobs.

David has mobilised trade unions, faith groups, development organisations, 
health and education advocates and many other campaigners. A 
recent open letter in support of the European FTT was signed by 355 
organisations, representing 200 million people in over 40 countries.

In the UK, the campaign now numbers 117 member organisations and 
over 100,000 individual signatories. The campaign is ongoing and public 
opinion polls regularly show a two-thirds majority in favour of the 
tax. Previously, David was an activist in the Anti-Apartheid Movement, 
coordinated the successful UK campaign to ban anti-personnel mines,  
and was responsible for campaigns and mobilisation at Drop the Debt.
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Sheila McKechnie 

Sheila McKechnie Campaigner 
of the Year Award

The Sheila McKechnie Campaigner of the Year Award is a 
recognition and celebration of people who have made a real 
difference during the last 12 months tackling the root causes of 
injustice and unfairness. The winner will join Sheila McKechnie 
in SMK’s Hall of Fame, which is a source of inspiration for 
anyone who wants to stand up and take action on issues that 
matter to them.

Chair - Mike Schwarz
Chair, SMK

Bharat Mehta
Chief Executive, Trust for London

Elizabeth Balgobin
Chair, Voice4Change

Lucy Musgrave
Trustee, SMK

Noori Bibi
SMK London Social Justice Award 
Winner 2010

Sam Roddick
Trustee, The Roddick Foundation

Simone Webb
SMK Shout Out! Award Finalist 2010 

Terry Waite CBE

Judges

The Recognition Awards are 
sponsored by Jilly Forster, Chair, 
Forster Communications.

Sponsored by



SMK Campaigner Awards 2013 21

Winner
Ben Lyons
Intern Aware
Intern Aware, a grassroots campaign to end unpaid internships, grew 
from a Facebook group Ben set up with a friend in 2010. Over the past 
year, it has accumulated paid staff, an office and, with a very small budget, 
it has changed the cultural and political debate on unpaid internships.

Ben has worked closely with employers in fields ranging from 
accountancy to architecture and public relations. Amongst other things, 
this has led to a hundred PR companies publicly announcing that they 
will pay their interns; many universities refusing to advertise unpaid 
internships; and the likes of Tesco, Yahoo!, and the three main political 
parties changing their internship policies.

Intern Aware has worked with a leading employment law firm to help 
interns secure pay they are legally entitled to, and the Government’s 
advice on internships has been rewritten. A list of companies Intern 
Aware believed to be breaking the law was passed directly to HMRC,  
and the Government has recently agreed to back Intern Aware’s call to 
“name and shame” employers in breach of minimum wage law.

Dr Louise Irvine
Save Lewisham Hospital
Louise has been campaigning with the community grassroots  
group Save Lewisham Hospital to prevent the closure of Lewisham’s 
A&E department. The group raised £20,000 to fund a successful 
judicial review, which ruled the reduction of services at Lewisham 
Hospital unlawful. 

Richard Murphy
Tax Research UK
Richard Murphy campaigns for tax justice through his research, writing 
and broadcasting. He is a source of timely analysis on these issues for 
campaigners, journalists and many others. Richard has been involved in 
the majority of recent news stories about public tax scandals, advised 
Margaret Hodge MP on her investigations into these issues, and greatly 
influenced EU thinking.

Steve Green
Divided Families Campaign, BritCits
Steve co-founded BritCits to give a voice to people like himself who 
are affected by immigration restrictions that divide families. Steve 
has produced case studies for MPs and journalists, created an online 
community where people can share experiences, and mobilised people 
to respond to an All Party Parliamentary Group inquiry. Steve is working 
tirelessly on immigration at a time when the surrounding debate 
provides a difficult environment. 

Special Recognitions
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Every year we work hard to involve campaigners from diverse backgrounds in our awards. We collect monitoring 
information from applicants to make sure that we are indeed reaching a wide variety of individuals, and that the 
selection process is rigorous and fair.

The figures below are for all applicants (unless otherwise specified), except for those applicants  
who did not provide information on the monitoring form.

Diversity

England
85%

Scotland
6%

Wales
5%Northern

Ireland 5%

Male
25%

Female
75%

Yes
22%

No
78%

Gay or lesbian 14%

Heterosexual/straight 79%

Bisexual 6%Other 2%

Male
25%

Female
75%

Yes
22%

No
78%

Jewish 2%

Christian 36%

No Religion 56%

Muslim 2%

Sikh 2%Buddhist 2%

Nation

(excluding the region-specific categories 
London Social Justice and Shout Out!)

Disability

Religion

The proportion of applicants from the different UK nations has remained relatively unchanged in the last two 
years. There has been a steady increase in the same period in applications from female candidates, as well as 
individuals who consider themselves to have a disability.

This is the first year we have collected information about sexual identity/orientation and religion. More applicants 
chose not to answer these two questions (in addition to the one about disability above) than the other monitoring 
questions, with the highest proportion of no replies, 30%, seen in the question regarding sexual identity/orientation.

Gender

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

19
-2

5
26

-3
5

14
-1

8

46
-5

5
56

-6
5

66
+

36
-4

5

25%

6%

14%

6%

10%

21%
24%

19%

White British
54%

Black African 5%

White/Black Caribbean 2%

White English 14%

White Welsh 2%

Asian/Indian 5%

White/Asian 2%

Asian Pakistani 2%

Black Other 2%

White Scottish 2%
White Northern Irish 2% White Other 9%

Ethnicity

The statistics related to ethnicity and age have remained relatively unchanged in the last two years.

Age

Sexual identity/orientation
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Award Programme

Thank you

Recipients of SMK Campaigner Awards (excluding the Sheila McKechnie Achievement Award 

and Campaigner of the Year Award) receive a bespoke package of support that includes:

•   An invitation to a high profile awards ceremony

•   An award winners induction day and assessment of campaign objectives

•   One-to-one coaching from a highly experienced campaigner

•   An intensive and inspiring three-day residential skills-building weekend

•   Mentoring and/or learning sessions with sector experts and other key individuals

•   An invitation into the SMK Alumni programme, enabling them to attend talks and events  

 organised by SMK

We would not be able to provide our effective, challenging and tailored awards programme 

without the support and time of our funders, panel judges, coaches, trainers, speakers and 

many others. We would like to thank all of you. 

Simon
Norton
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T: 020 7697 4040
E: info@smk.org.uk 
W: smk.org.uk

Follow SMK online:

SMK.ORG.UK

The Sheila McKechnie Foundation (SMK) is the only UK charity dedicated to connecting,
educating and supporting those who want to take action on issues important to them and 
their communities. 
 
SMK believes that campaigners play a vital role in society, fighting injustice and inequality.

SMK:

Runs the annual SMK Campaigner Awards, to support new and emerging campaigners

Provides workshops and training in effective campaigning

Holds events to inspire debate and broker connections amongst campaigners

Manages Campaign Central, the online community for campaigners

Promotes the rights of campaigners

twitter.com/SMKcampaigners
facebook.com/SheilaMcKechnieFoundation
flickr.com/photos/campaigners
youtube.com/user/SMKFoundation

Join Campaign Central, SMK’s website for connecting, informing and supporting 
campaigners campaigncentral.org.uk

Our work is only possible through the generosity of our funders and supporters. If you would 
like to help us support people in speaking out and campaigning, please make a donation by 
visiting our website smk.org.uk, or by calling 020 7697 4040. Thank you.

http://www.smk.org.uk/
mailto:info@smk.org.uk
http://www.campaigncentral.org.uk/
http://www.smk.org.uk/
http://www.campaigncentral.org.uk/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/campaigners/
https://www.facebook.com/SheilaMcKechnieFoundation?ref=tn_tnmn
https://twitter.com/SMKcampaigners
http://www.campaigncentral.org.uk/
http://www.smk.org.uk/
http://www.smk.org.uk/campaigner-awards/
http://www.smk.org.uk/campaigner-events-workshops/
http://www.smk.org.uk/

