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Campaigning is never easy – I’m not sure it is supposed to 

be. But these are particularly difficult times. The space for 

charities to campaign has been affected by a raft of Government 

measures, that, whatever their intention, have created confusion 

and anxiety with the result that many organisations and funders 

are being much more cautious. Local, grass roots campaigners 

continue to pursue their causes with minimal resource and 

usually against considerable odds.

Given these challenges, it is impressive, humbling and joyous to 

see what our winners this year have achieved – not to mention 

the achievements of the very many other worthy nominees.

I’d like to extend my personal congratulations to them all. And 

also my thanks – for keeping alive and proving the truth of these 

oft-quoted but so very powerful words from Margaret Mead;

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 

can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

SMK exists to help people and organisations do just this – and I’m 

honoured and excited to be involved. I look forward to working 

with you all.

It is my great pleasure to be able to introduce this brochure for the 2016 

SMK Campaigner Awards. I joined the Sheila McKechnie Foundation as 

its new Chief Executive in January of this year. Since then, I have been 

amazed and inspired by the many campaigners and change-makers we 

meet each day, and by the sheer volume of work undertaken by this 

small – and crucially important – charity. Set up in memory of one of the most fearless campaigners 

of her generation, SMK is entirely dedicated to empowering 

people to have a voice to create positive and lasting social 

change - from grass roots and voluntary campaigners to 

professional campaigners in larger organisations. 

Our work includes;

l Providing training, coaching and consultancy to help 

people and organisations develop the knowledge, 

skills and confidence they need to campaign 

effectively.

l Being a voice for campaigners by advocating for the 

needs and benefits of campaigning, and protecting the 

space to campaign.

l Bringing campaigners together and celebrating 

success through our networks, events and annual SMK 

Campaigner Awards. 

The SMK Campaigner Awards are unique in recognising 

and celebrating the outstanding contribution that 

campaigners make towards achieving social, environmental 

and economic justice, both in the UK and abroad. 

We recognise new and up and coming campaigners, as 

well as highly experienced sector leaders. For many who 

have previously won, their SMK award has provided a 

springboard to even greater success.

Foreword About SMK

Sue Tibballs 
OBE

Chief Executive 
SMK

The Sheila McKechnie Foundation (SMK) is a unique charity that supports 

individuals, groups and communities to have the skills and confidence to 

speak up and take effective action on issues that matter to them.

SMK is 
entirely 
dedicated to 
empowering 
people to 
have a voice 
to create 
positive and 
lasting social 
change  
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This award recognises a local group or person that has brought about 

lasting positive change relating to economic justice e.g. wage levels, 

tackling exploitation and discrimination in the workplace, and improving 

workers’ rights and benefits.

LabourStart was founded by Eric Lee in 1998 as the 

news and campaigning website of the international 

trade union movement. Still an aggregator of trade 

union related news, LabourStart has grown to become 

a formidable campaigning force supporting workers’ 

rights around the world. 

Using its own bespoke software, LabourStart mobilises its’ 

networks to campaign – with great success. LabourStart’s 

achievements include: getting trade unionists released 

from jail, forcing employers to re-hire union activists who 

were unfairly sacked, and ending employer lock outs. It 

also hosts an on-line network of tens of thousands of 

trade union members who are prepared to work together 

in solidarity to promote workers’ rights.

Today, over 135,000 trade unionists are part of the 

LabourStart network, and over 800 serve as volunteer 

correspondents, posting 250 news stories a day. 

LabourStart appears in some 30 languages.

Siad el Hairech, a leader of the Moroccan Merchant 

Mariners and the subject of a LabourStart campaign 

said: “When I was in jail, I knew the whole world was 

behind me”.

Economic Justice Award

Eric Lee
Labour Start

Winner

Sponsored by:

This award recognises individuals within businesses (profit and not for 

profit) who are campaigning for social change and working to bring 

others along with them for greater impact. Whether pushing for change 

within the business itself or being the driver of the business’ own desire 

to create change, the award winner will ultimately be working to change 

hearts, minds and practice beyond their own company. 

Debra Bourne is Co Founder and Director of All Walks 

Beyond the Catwalk. All Walks works with influential 

catwalk designers, top industry creatives, fashion students 

and their colleges to challenge the fashion industry’s 

dependence on unachievable and limited body and beauty 

ideals. The campaign highlights the responsibility that 

the fashion industry has to recognise the psychological 

impact of it’s messaging upon the minds of young women 

and men. 

Since its launch in 2009, the campaign has sought to 

keep awareness and discussion of the complex issues 

of fashion, media presentation, body image, health and 

well-being high on the media agenda. The campaign has 

won the support of much of the fashion industry with high 

profile supporters including Alexander Shulman, Stella 

McCartney, Vivienne Westwood, Giles Deacon and Rankin.

All Walks has also worked extensively in fashion education 

including launching DiversityNOW, a nationwide student 

initiative now in it’s fourth year. All Walks works with over 

thirty universities and colleges to educate and give direct 

experience to the next generation of fashion industry 

professionals. All Walks has succeeded in changing the 

curriculum to include diversity in seven universities.  

Creating Change from 
within Business Award

Debra 
Bourne
All Walks Beyond the 
Catwalk

Winner

Sponsored by:
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This award celebrates individuals campaigning on transport issues. It 

focuses on campaign issues such as improving coverage and access at a 

local level, tackling pollution and ensuring transport needs are met with 

minimal environmental impact.

Tom Kearney was hit by the side mirror of a London bus 

in Oxford Street in December 2009 and was in a coma for 

several weeks and only just survived. As a result, he began 

to investigate the safety record of Transport for London 

buses and found that not only was there a very high 

accident rate, but no proper process to investigate any 

incidents. Tom set up London Bus Watch to campaign to 

reduce the rate of accidents and to ensure that Transport 

for London (TfL) adopts appropriate procedures to 

improve safety. 

Tom’s campaigning has been hugely successful: as well 

as persuading TfL to publish regular statistics about 

casualties, he has also persuaded them to sign up to 

a system that allows transport staff to report incidents 

confidentially to a central body that then investigates and 

acts on the reports. In early February 2016, TfL launched 

a ‘world-leading’ Six Point Bus Safety Programme which 

reflects many of London Bus Watch’s policy goals.

Tom has built very strong relationships with members 

of the London Assembly and played a central role 

persuading all of the major Mayoral candidates in London 

to endorse the pedestrianisation of Oxford Street.  

Transport Award

Tom 
Kearney
London Bus Watch

Winner

Sponsored by:

Foundation 

for Integrated 

Transport

This award recognises people and groups that are campaigning on 

issues such as climate change, renewable energy, carbon reduction, 

recycling, energy efficiency and much more, either locally or globally. 

Pat Davis and Barbara Richardson are lead figures in Frack 

Free Lancashire (FFL), a community-based campaign 

fighting the planned development of shale gas, using 

hydraulic fracturing (fracking), across Lancashire. 

The campaign was launched on June 2014 in response 

to Cuadrilla Resource’s (UK Energy Company) 

announcements and subsequent planning applications 

to frack for shale gas at two sites, at Roseacre Wood and 

Preston New Road.  Cuadrilla’s announcement galvanised 

over forty individual groups to unite, working together 

to raise awareness amongst the wider community, lobby 

local, national and European politicians, and raise funds for 

legal challenges.

Together they have achieved a huge amount: in June 

2015, Lancashire County Council (LCC) rejected Cuadrilla’s 

planning applications despite intensive lobbying from the oil 

and gas industry and the Government. The FFL campaign 

helped generate 11,000 objections to the planning process 

and helped prepare detailed responses to consultations. 

One month after Lancashire County Council’s decision, 

Cuadrilla launched an appeal. So the campaign goes on, 

working to prevent the Council’s decision from being 

overturned. 

Both Pat and Barbara and have worked tirelessly to 

broaden the support for Frack Free Lancashire as 

organisers, spokespeople and advocates.

Environmental Justice Award

Pat Davis 
and Barbara 
Richardson 
Frack Free Lancashire 
(FFL)

Winner

Sponsored by:
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This award is for campaigners who are fighting to tackle disadvantage in 

inequality and working to break down social barriers and maximise the 

opportunities open to all members of society.

Martin Emery and his wife have three sons the eldest 

of whom, Jordon, is passionate about football and a 

wheelchair user. Martin formed United Discriminates 

in October 2014 after the Manchester United Disabled 

Liaison Officer, and the Manchester United Disabled 

Supporters Association (MUDSA) Secretary told him 

that he should take his family to “Rochdale, Stockport 

or Oldham” because they were not able to seat a family 

together if a member of the family had a wheelchair. 

Martin and his family have since led a campaign to 

introduce accessible friend and family seating in football 

stadia, and to raise awareness of the needs of disabled 

users. A blog site and social media have been used to 

raise awareness; the campaign secured the support of 

key Parliamentarians and has gained support from leading 

disabled charities such as Scope. Jordon’s brothers Ethan 

and Zac have also supported the campaign using the 

hashtag #Brothersutd, holding their own mini protest at 

Old Trafford, appearing on CBBC Newsround, and talking 

to their school Assembly. 

Since United Discriminated launched, Manchester 

United has created new space for wheelchair users and 

promised to bring their disabled capacity in lines with the 

recommendations of the Accessible Stadia Criteria by the 

start of the 2017/18 season.

Building on the fantastic success at Manchester United, 

United Discriminate is now campaigning for change across 

all Premier League and Championship Clubs.

Social Justice Award

Martin 
Emery
United Discriminates

Winner

Sponsored by:

This award recognises people and groups that are campaigning, 

either locally, regionally or globally to ensure that access to rights or 

opportunities is unaffected by gender.

Domestic Violence Peer Educators aim to raise awareness 

of domestic abuse/violence and remove barriers to 

accessing support for young women aged 13 - 19, based 

in the West End Women and Girls Centre in Newcastle.

Sophie Murtha and Laura Christer volunteered for the 

programme for five years before designing and delivering 

their own awareness raising workshops for other 

young women. As young women themselves, they felt 

passionately that what they had learnt about domestic 

abuse should be shared, but knew that many schools and 

home environments were not fulfilling that role.  

Sophie and Laura looked for new ways to work with 

girls and young women, and try to prevent them from 

embarking on abusive relationships in the first place. 

To date, they have run 68 workshops in a total of 16 

schools and youth groups to 458 young women. They 

have also designed a twelve-week ‘Safe 4 Life’ course 

and residential for those keen to become advocates 

and champions themselves. Their campaigning work 

has involved interviews with the press and local radio 

station, involvement in videos for schools assemblies, and 

presentations at training events for teachers and school 

support staff.

As figureheads of this campaign work they have been well 

received by both professionals and young women, many 

of whom have themselves been inspired to help spread 

the message. 

Gender Equality Award

Laura 
Christer 
and Sophie 
Murtha 
Domestic Violence 
Peer Education 
Champions

Winner

Sponsored by:
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This award recognises a resident or local group that has brought about 

lasting positive change within their community.

The Newcastle City baths, a beautiful and unique 

community facility located in a listed building in the 

heart of Newcastle, was closed by the Council in Spring 

2013.  It is one of less than a dozen Victorian Turkish 

baths in the UK. The baths heritage, health benefits 

and community value meant that a group of users 

(mainly women) got together under Cait’s leadership to 

campaign for its’ re-opening.  

 

Early on, Cait applied successfully to have the City baths 

listed as community asset. She then formed a campaign 

group and succeeded in receiving a £10,000 grant to 

explore the feasibility of re-opening the Turkish Baths and 

City Pools. 

In 2015, the building was put to market. Cait’s group bid 

successfully with national charity Fusion Lifestyle to re-

open the baths with £5 million future investment pledged 

by Fusion. The campaign has been liaising with Fusion 

to ensure the new facility retains its’ community spirit, is 

run in an inclusive manner and remains accessible to all 

people. It also hopes to play a role in the management of 

the new facility, due to re-open to the public in late 2017.

Cait has now started to provide advice to other groups in 

the City facing the same issues.

People and Place: 
Local Campaigner Award

Cait Read
Save Newcastle 
Turkish Baths

Winner

Sponsored by:

A good society is defined by the way in which it cares for its most 

vulnerable members and seeks to enhance the quality of life for 

everyone. This award is for campaigners who work to promote public 

health and improve the way in which people are cared for.

Shirley Smith and her family founded the If U Care 

Share Foundation (IUCSF) after her eldest son Daniel 

took his own life aged 19. The IUCSF believes suicide is 

preventable if people are supported and, in particular, 

helped to open up and talk about their feelings.

The IUCSF Foundation’s “Inside Out” campaign is designed 

to do just that. Once a year, on Worldwide Suicide 

Prevention Day, the campaign invites people from all walks 

of life to start being more open about how they feel. 

In 2015, the campaign used the invitation “ask me why” 

to create a powerful conversation about suicide, its’ 

causes and potential cures. The campaign used social and 

traditional media to win national and international support 

from the public and celebrity endorsers including Grayson 

Perry, Ruby Wax and Alexander Armstrong.

To reach young men, the group most at risk of suicide, 

local youth football leagues supported the campaign by 

sharing a pre-match photo of each team with their kit on 

inside out. 

Shirley and the If U Care Share Foundation have played 

a central role bringing this important social problem to 

the fore, and are committed to taking the “Inside Out” 

campaign from strength to strength.

Health Award

Shirley         
Smith 
Inside Out 

Winner

Sponsored by:
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This award provides an opportunity to attract and recognise some of the 

numerous grass roots campaigns within the housing and homelessness field.

The Focus E15 campaign was born in September 2013 

when a group of young mothers were served eviction 

notices by East Thames Housing Association. When they 

approached the Council for help, the mothers were 

advised that, due to cuts to housing benefit and the lack 

of affordable housing in London, they would to have 

accept private rented accommodation as far away as 

Manchester, Hastings and Birmingham.

The mothers got organised and said no. Their first victory 

was that all 29 of them were successfully re-housed in 

Newham. 2 - 3 years on, the campaign is going from 

strength to strength demanding decent and secure 

housing for all. 

Focus E15 have grown the profile of their campaign through 

face-to-face work, media appearances, protests and other 

actions, and by collaborating with other networks and 

campaigns. The campaign holds a weekly stall in Stratford, 

took an open top bus ride to City Hall to hand in petitions 

to Boris Johnson, and organises local marches to raise the 

issues affecting the people of Newham.

The campaign is relentless, imaginative, inclusive and fun. 

Focus E15 are still on the streets every Saturday to meet 

people whose stories must be told, including those facing 

eviction, overcrowding or at risk of being uprooted from 

their home and  their communities.

Housing and Homelessness 
Award

Focus E15 

Winner

Sponsored by:

Peoples Choice Award Nominees

The People’s Choice Campaigner Award, which is funded and voted for by 

the Public and supported by Global Markets Consultants, recognises the 

efforts of an outstanding campaigner.

Gemma Aitchison 
Gemma founded YES Matters in 2013 to challenge the way 
that society sexually objectifies women. Her sister was 
murdered and then set on fire three years ago at the age 
of 16. Gemma has since campaigned to empower young 
people around issues like consent and challenging gender 
stereotypes. A key campaign goal now is for PSHE education 
to become compulsory.

Jonny Benjamin
Jonny was diagnosed with a form of schizophrenia aged 
20 and subsequently attempted to take his own life. After 
years spent in recovery he went public with his own story in 
order to help others and reduce stigma around mental illness 
and suicide. In January 2014 he launched a social media 
campaign called ‘Find Mike’ to search for the stranger who 
talked him out of taking his own life in 2008. 

Iman Ghavami  
Iman led a successful campaign to free his sister Ghoncheh 
from an Iranian prison. She was arrested for attending a male 
volleyball game to protest for equal access to sporting events 
in Iran. Ghoncheh was held in solitary confinement in Evin 
Prison for nine months. Iman’s campaign received world-
wide media coverage. Ghoncheh was released from jail in 
early 2015.

Sam Jefferies 
The Hear My Voice campaign was launched by Mencap in the 
run up to the last General Election to engage more people 
with a learning disability in the process, and encourage more 
decision makers to listen to their voices. Sam, a volunteer 
who has a learning disability, has been at the forefront of this 
campaign sharing his own personal story and encouraging 
others with learning disabilities to speak out.
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Judges 
Andy Gregg, CEO ROTA

Chris Todd, 
Roads Campaigner Better Transport 

Janet Williamson, 
Senior Policy Officer TUC 

Jon Quin, 
Head of Campaigns Shelter 

Kierra Box, Campaigns Officer, FoE

Laura Lines, Grant Manager Esmee 

Fairbairn Foundation

Maeve McGoldrick, 
Head of Policy and Campaigns Crisis

Peter Gilheany, PR Director Forster

Rachel Taylor, Communications 
Co-ordinator Local Trust 

Simon Norton, Foundation for 
Integrated Transport 

Host 
Caryn Franklin, MBE 

Presenters
Delyth Morgan, Baroness Morgan 
of Drefelin (SMK Patron)

Antonia Bance, Head of Campaigns & 
Communications TUC

Chi Onwurah, Labour MP

Tanni Grey-Thompson, 
Baroness Grey-Thompson, DBE, DL

Eugenie Harvey, Director Frederick 
Mulder Foundation

Jon Quinn, Head of Campaigns Shelter

Kat Banyard, Director UK Feminista

Henny Braund, CEO Anthony Nolan

Ellen Burns-Pearce, Big Local 
Ambassador Local Trust

Jon Sparkes, CEO Crisis

Prem Goyal, OBE 
Global Markets Consultants

Sue Tibballs, CEO SMK Foundation

Sponsors & Funders

Foundation 

for Integrated 

Transport

This award recognises someone who has achieved a great deal through their 

campaigning for a number of years. They act as a ‘beacon’ for campaigners 

across the UK and join SMK’s ‘Hall of Fame’, inspiring anyone who wants to 

stand up and take action and make a difference on issues that matter to them. 

John Stewart has been an environmental campaigner for 
over thirty years. 

In the 1980’s and 90’s he was centrally involved in the 
campaign against road building, chairing and organising an 
umbrella group of campaigners across the country fighting 
a major £23 billion expansion of motorways and trunk roads. 

In the 1990’s John became involved in campaigning 
against the aviation industry, chairing a diverse coalition 
of campaigners which successfully defeated plans for 
a third runway at Heathrow. John was also the founder 
of ClearSkies, the organisation that sprung up in South 
London in the mid/late 1990s when aircraft noise became 
a serious problem. He became Chair of HACAN ClearSKies 
when the two organisations merged in 2000 and is a past 
Chair of the Campaign for Better Transport.

Still a committed environmental campaigner, John 
currently chairs Airport Watch and the UK Noise 
Association and is a member of the Campaign Against 
Climate Change Steering Committee.  John speaks about 
campaigning and the environment in Europe and America 
and has written a number of publications including Why 
Noise Matters published by Earthscan in 2011.

In 2008 John was voted by the Independent on Sunday as 
Britain’s ‘most effective environmentalist’ and a 2009 Guardian 
article said of him: “Stewart has made transport campaigning 
his life for twenty years but remains a David to the corporate 
and governmental Goliaths. He earns pitifully little but is 
rewarded by the policy changes he had forced - such as the 
near-abandonment of the Tory road-building programme in 
the 90’s - and the wide admiration of his peers who voted 
him Britain’s ‘most influential activist’ last year”.

Long-Term Achievement Award

John 
Stewart

Winner

Sponsored by:
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